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‘he body and interest of the documents and pa-|ligion, freedom and humanity. 


I Tre 


L will now tuke the 


pers inserted in the present number will plead an liberty of submitting to the legislature, whether 
upology, if any be waliines, tor a fleficiency of the|the dictates of humaniiy, the reputation of the 
usual variety of matter. In the first pages of the}State, and a just sense of gratitude to the Almighty 
succeeding number the report respecting the pro-|for the many favors he has conferred on us as a na- 
posed naval depot will be inserted so as to prevent} tion, do not demand that the reproach of slavery be 


« break of it when the volume is bound. 


EE 


expunged from our statute book. 
‘“No pecpie can be bound io acknowledge and 


Brief notice.—The editor of the “Virginia Pa-| adore the Invisible hand which conducis the affuurs 


triot,” by stating what is not true, has, at last, in- 
duced us to give him a paragraph—simply to inform | 
him, that the extracts from Mr. Abams’ letter were; 
nserted in this paper, letter and point, precisely as| 


- 


they were very plainly written and marked; and | 
that we did not feel at liberty to change the positive; |. 
arrangement of that gentleman—though some have 
nut been so scrupulous with PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, 


when a paragraph did not please them. 

We do not wish, however, to be understood 
nsinuating that documents have been altere 
the “Patriot; we never have used that paper 
proof-reading. 








On Manufactures. 


The following extract of a letter from the vene-| 


rable Jefferson to MVilliam Sampson, esgr. acknow. 


of men, more than the people of United States.— 
Every step by which they have advanced to the 
'character of an independent nation, seems to have 
been distinguished by some token of providential 
agency.” 

The same Divine munificence which calied forth 





‘this effusion of gratiiude from the Fatber of his 
country, twenty-seven years ago, has been equaily, 
‘if not more conspicuous, in every subsequent stage 


! . . ri 
as) Ofour advancement in prosperity and renown. Whit 
d for More acceptable return can a gratefidl and enlichten- 
ined people make to the heavenly Donor of these so 


great benefits, than by emancipating from bitte: 


servitude, that portion of his creatures which still 
continue to be heidin unjust and cruel bondage, by 
icivilized and independent treemen. 

I do therefore, respectfully, but earnestly recom- 
‘mend to the legislature, to establish sone future div, 


ledging the receipt of the address from the Ameri-/not more remote than the fourth day of July, 1827, 


ean society for the encouragement of manufactures, 


3 


on which slavery sha]l cease within this state. Be- 


we have been permitted to copy for publication:—/fore the arrival of that period, most colored per- 


“} have read, with great satisfaction, the eloquent 
pamphlet you were so kind as to send me, and sym- 
phathise with every line of it. 1 was once a doubter 
whether the labor of the cultivator, aided by the 
creative powers of the earth itself, would not pro- 
duce more than that of the manufacturer alone, and 
unassisted by the dead subject on which he acted: 
in other words, whether the more we could bring 
into action of the energies of our boundless territo- 
ry, in addition to the labor of our citizens, the more 
would not be our gain. But the invention of the 
tatter times, by labor-saving machines, do as much 
now for the manufacturer as the earth for the cul- 
tivator. Experience, too, has proved that mine 


was but half the question; the other half is, whe-| 
establishing certain new banks within that com:non. 


ther dollars and cents are to be weighed im the scale 
against real independence. ‘The question is then 
solved, at least so far as respects our own wants, 


sons born previously to the 14th of July, 1799, (and 
all others are now free by the existing laws,) will 
‘have become of very little value to their owners. 
Indeed inany of them wiil by that time have becouie 
an expensive burden. 

To fix a day thus remote for general emancipa- 
ition, will consequeatly impair in a very small de- 
gree any private right, and will, at the same ume, 
be consistent with the humanity and justice ofa free 
and prosperous people. DANIEL D. TOMPAINS. 


‘ ONE ot are ee 1 
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Virginia New Banks. 

The house of delegates finally adopted all the 

amendments proposed by the senate to the bill 





wealth. This billis now, therefore,the law of tne land. 
There are to be two banks; one at Wheeling, to 


‘lf much fear the effect on our infant estabiish-jbe called the North-Western Bank of Virginia; the 


nents, of the policy avowed by Mr. Brougham, 
and quoted in the pamphlet. Individual British 
merchants may lose by the late immense importa- 
tions; but British commerce and manufactures, in 


the mass, will gain by beating down the competi- 


other at Winchester, to be called the Bank of the 
Valley of Virginia—with branel.es to each. The 
books to be opened on the Ist day of November 
The capital stock, to be raised by subscription, shail 
not be less than 400,000, nor mare than 600,000 dol- 


tionof ours in our own markets, &c:’— Vat. nt. {lars, in shares of 100 dollars each. 








St ee 


In addition to this capital stock, there is to be 
created, in the namé of the commonwealth, for t!c 








Legislature of New-York. 


House of Assembly, Jan. 28.—The following mes-!ber of shares equal to 15 per cent. on the amou. 


sage was received from his excellency the governor. | 

Gentlemen,—In my last public communication to 
the legislature, I had the honor to advert to the 
present happy condition of our country, and to 
intimate-—the existing state of society, and the 
general disposition of mankind, seemed propitious 
to the promotion of the interests of literature, re- 

Vox. Xb ! 





benefit of the fund for internal improwement, « niue- 

vu 
of stock stbscribed—which shares are to be paid 
tor in thirty semi-annual instalments, out of the di- 
vidends on each individual’s share. 

It shali be the duty of the stockholders at theiv 
first meeting, to establish a branch at Wellesburg, 
one at Morgantown, and one at Clarksburg, wyth 
a, not less than 100,090 dollars, 

c 
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So much for the North-Western Bank. That of aeons gemma 
the Valley is founded on the same principles. The epecins Or uhecksibrin. Quantity or 
books are to be opened at Winchester, Martinsburg, value. 
Charlestown, (Jefferson); Romney, (Hampshire); = 
Moorfields, (Hardy); Woodstock, (Shenandoah); ! wheat bushels 52,321 
Leesburg, (Loudoun); and Warrenton, (Fauquier.) | Indian corn . , do. 1,077,614 
Branches are to be established, one in Loudoun or! pye . me 3 464 
Fauquier, as the stockholders may select; another Oats . ite do. 45,839 
ii Jeitcrson, Berkeley, Hampshire or Hardy, as the |Rarley ; in 6.858 
stockholders may determine, if 100,000 dollars have | Ruckwheat . Pe . 20 
been subscribed for in those counties; and another | peans ; ror 3.909 
in the same counties, if as much as 200,000 dollars | pea, an 56.911 
have been subscribed in them, &c.— Compiler. Potatoes pa 69,1 66 

- ; pe Apples barrels 5,903 
Exportations from the United States, | Flour do. | 729,053 
Letter from the secretary of the treasury, transmit-| Meal—rye_ do. 8,373 

ting a statement of goods, wares, and merchan- indian. -  « do. 89,119 

dise exported from the United States, during the}... buckwheat. ’ do. 202 

vear ending September 30, 1816.—February 3,/5™P stuff .  .  .  .  ewt. 266 

1317.—Read and ordered to lie upon the table, |B'scuit or ship bread = ._—barrels 51,281 

“Treasury Department, February 1st, 1817. do. do. . kegs 68,078 

Srr,—I have the honor to transmit a statement Rice . tierces 137,843 
of goods, wares, and merchandise exported from Indigo . . . pounds 18,560 
the United States during the year ending on the Cotton—Sea Island . do. 9,900,326 
80th day of September, 1816. other do. | 72,046,790 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, | obacco . ° hhds. 69,241 
your obedient servant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. Flaxseed , , . bushels 636,467 
" The honorable the speaker of the house of representatives. Flax ° . pounds 6,580 

ales Soap ‘ Hops , do. 16,538 
STATEMENT OF EXPORTS, | Mustard co 611 
The produce and manufacture «f the United States,'Wax  . . ’ do. 959.732 
commencing a! the 1st day of October, 1815, and} Household furniture dollars 114,847 
_ ending on the 30th of Sepierber. 1816. Coaches and other carriages _— do. 30,920 
~~~ | Hats do. 19,463 
SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. {Quantity or Saddlery . do. 211,837 
value. Beer, porter and cider, in casks gallons 105,561L 
— ‘ bottled do. 3,253 
Fish—dried or smoked quintals} — 217,892) Boots . Pairs 3,23: 
pickled . : : barrels 37,979 | Shoes—leather do. 71,650 
do. ; : kegs 6,983! Candies—tallow pounds 316,138 
Oil—spermaceti . gallons 2,756} ° wax . do. 5,753 
whale and other fish. do. 177,810, Soap do. 1,446,633 
Spermaceti candles . ’ pounds 116,919' Starch do. 10,827 
Wood—staves and heading. M. 49,239 Snuff . . . do. 52,650 
shingles : k do. 78,919! Tobacco manufactured do. 523,596 
hoops and poles. . do. 3,554 Leather do. 171,489 
boards and plank —do. 63.162| Lead do. 35,844 
hewn timber . . do. 32,447| Maple sugar do. 17,750 
lumber of all kinds dollars 311,219 Bricks. .  ., M. 653 
masts and spars... do. 195,513. Spirits from grain gallons 72,989 
oak bark other die do. 508,047 Linseed oi . ; do. 18,683 
ail manufactures of do. 199,835 Spirits of turpentine do. 12,299 
Naval stores—tar. : barrels 133,345) Canvass and sail cloth pieces Sl 
pitch . . do. 13,595, Cables and cordage . ° cwt. 11,606 
rosin . ‘ do. 6,982' Cards—wool and cotton dozens 504 
turpentine . do. 76,105 lon—pig - tons 15 
Ashes—pot ; tons 5,461! bar  , £2 36 
pearl ; ‘ . do. 1,392: nails , pounds 158,877 
Skins and furs . ‘ dollars 552,748) castings : ; . dollars 14,649 
Ginseng ; . ; pounds 75! and all other manufactures 
Beef : . . barrels 33,2391... of iron, or ironand steel do. 161,394 
Pork . ° . —- do. 19,280 | Spirits from molasses . gallons 128,474 
Hams and bacon , pounds 530,129 Sugar refined pounds 61,827 
Tallow y.« , . 21,847 | Chocolate do. 13,142 
Butter. . do. 676,195} Gunpowder ' : do. 383,437 
Cheese ; ; — 678,064; Copper or brass and copper 
Tard ; ; ; do. 1,088,348 | manufactured dollars 16,152. 
Hides . . ; . Ne. of 9,072 Medicinal drugs . . do. 60,583 
Horned cattle . do. 8.958, Merchandise and all articles 
Horses . P . ' do. 3,979 not enumerated 
Mules : 7 . . do. 973 manufactured do. 577,342 
Sheep . . ° » do. 17,280 raw produce do. 472,251 
Hogs , ‘ : , do. 1,988 - : 
Peultry : . dozens | 1,519! Total value of the statement 64,781,896 
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STATEMENT OF EXPORTS 








XN 
‘The produce and manufacture of foreign countries, from the 1st of 


October, 1815, to the 30th of September, 1816, bot inclusive. 


PaaS _ SUMMARY 
1€ value and destination of’ the exports of the United States, 
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Quantity or value, os 
SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. — Entit’d to! Not Total. mad = 
‘drawba’k.| entitled | — D ey eer fo 
- _ | - Whither exported. ee ee eee 
Value of goods free of duty. _—_ dolls | 1,448,548) 1,448,548 produce. |produce.| = =" = 
at 7 1-2 per cent, 9,822; 3,350) = 13,172 1228 
15 do. -- 35,408} 7,224] 42,632 32s 
20 do. 33,991] 15,601] 49,592 ee 
25 du. — | 2,997,330) 1,365,457] 4,362,787 | Russia, 181.101] §25.783 
30 do. _ 609,638) 536,685 1,046,318 : itl 706.884 
$313 do =— 11,727] - - 11,727 , Sweden, 240,387| 140,36 _— 
Wines Malmsey, Mad and en er 261,078} 1:7,93! 
a » Madeira } — 760,352 
London particular, galls 6,026} 1,235 yet eee and Norway, 364,768] 119,434 mts 
ether Male ge | Ser SS tat, an Weenie sill 498 
’ Po oe 9 ; 1.340 : 
Sherry and St. Lucar, a 26,998 $929 32,927} Holland, 3,325,429] 1,946,358 pe 
Claret, &e. in bottles or ee inti cna map siguaceane: and American . ae 
. $ s — ~ 
Lisbon, Oporto, &c. _ 47,393 3,359 50,753! Dutch East-Indies yrs sgt 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &e. — | 101,290] 16,720] 118,040} ieee ksh ts 5,609,524 
neil . other, _ 481,191; 28,054} 509,245 | rim Man, Berwick, 24.760.343| §37.893 Sib 
pirits, from grain _ 150,839] 10,727] 161,616 | Scotland, ‘00%, ppt anne 
al from other materials _ 766,595 90,042] 856,537, phe, a aeeee “<a 
folass a Q | Guernsey , r wer 

Bees, ale. porter and cider, - yt 19671 ar 508 | Gibraltar’ rt eek Se Any I Pre PO. 

Teas, bohea, pounds 301,360 2,777) 314,137 British East-Indies, y er yg 
souchong and other black, — 137.380} 10,293} 147,673 British West-Indics, 3 072,680! po 
ans &e. _ 10,806 1,122 11,928 | ee and British fisheries, 24,009] 16,306 

Peg ier green, -- , Pees: PP oh. , aes | riuish American colonies, 3,323,182] 22,753 

Joffe, — | 8,342, : 948,713 39,184,588 

ee: — | 343,266 7 “es | Hanse towns and ports of Germany,| 2,368,287} 1,166.213 

’ —_= ee os sve | SSS eee 

Sugar, brown, — |14,313,258] 1,045,803 115,359,001 ; French European ports on Atlantic | 6,069,876) 1.902.864 3,534,500 
i da or powder d— 2,012,597 147,008 2,153,605 { r ~ : do. Mediterranean "382.806! "319.79 
co refined and | sa Pt = Jara! po P est-Indies and American 

PRO en oe 25,728 ° 562 apg Bourbon ton Maurit; 1,483,891} 773,420 

Fruits —curranta, —_— 1980,403 6,094 236,497 a EtG, £67) 383,528) 

: ‘ * = ’ ‘ . = 12,138 133 
—_— plums, a pest “s ad eed —— wats “~~ = Atlantic] 1,476,010, 201,689) 
Phe - ’ nee 30,049) ie, do. Mediterranean! 215,145! 111.403 
re a jars and boxes — 137,618 28,773 160,391 oaore and the other Canaries, 325,069! 106,237 

Candles om — eo aay eae + oreey and Phiilipine islands, 131 3.042 

Cheese ; : ns stmee 1 a mygod A vir Cc ‘ 90,182 16,497 

Soap, - 931°745 30°60 252.345 — ampeachy and Musquito 

Soap, - 31,745) 30,600 62,345) Shore, 50,27 2 

a = | *euita) arco] “95721, Spanish Weacindies and American) |" | 

me ms a5 ‘ia a a sabia 2,73? 226 3,048,386 

’ gts ; ' ppl 
cloves, — 17.000] 14.143] 31,242! Portneal, IO NEN Te at 
pepper, — | 741/561] 27,768] 769,320 ' Maderra, sok pik HEB a 
pimento, - 830.184) 19,995} 850,179 Fayal, and the other Az oe Se 
Chinese cassia, —| 341387] 39,205] 173,682 Cape de Verd Islands _ 2) 
Tobacco manufactured.other than , : | Other Afriean ports, . pepe 38,541 
wae and segars, - ee 64,504 aia | — of Brazil,and other American a0,P es 
— " eo e © ‘Oo on ae 

Indigo, =] 412343] 26,755 508,808 | te pihisatet| Bot nctot. 

Cotton, — | 300.203} 30,884] 331,177, Italy and Malta 2,270,399 

Powder, gun, —| “7zJ676| 23/628] 101,304) listed ‘tryed 

em or si 800 goo } Trieste and other Austrian ports in| us a Sesatee 

Glue, -_ 1,276] + - 1.276, wre Adriatic, | ar al 

Tron, anchors and sheet, _ -- 97,996] 97.996 63,3501 23% ,145) 
© . *y > r . " x 2 o-oo oauiithe asain | > AS b> | 
emappte ows fae « 37 | Furkey, Levant, Egypt, Mocha and} — 

slit and hoop, pounds 49,611} 10,249 59.890| Aden 
hat, cwt 199]. "99 3,996) 40.355 
ta ve a —— —" 4,3. 
Spilse pounds pee 30,121] 53.876 | Morocco and Barbary States, | aeed 44,551 
. %, — f, ‘ . oo rj } +‘ 
Qaicksilver, 109.254 45.083 27,8 * China a ee 10,824 
Faitts, oe in Oi 5 aa Meee : 221.542} 812.222 
ailits, ochre, yellow, in oil, — > 3,125 3,125 | Lens POPE 
eo dry, yellow, _ 39,447| 55,378 44.825 | Asia,  (general}y) 182 $57 gegen: aaa es 
panish brown, _— 91,596 400 21.996 82,997) Sil,v09 
white and red lead om - | West-Indie ar netanes 594,362 
; red lea 142,150] 30,934] 473,084; ‘vest Indies, do. = :4na* 
— pias, bars and sheets, _ 32.4001 - '. 22 400 | 1,8 3,027] 483,070. 
ea manufactures of, &e. — 859.594) 47.879 rors | Eu¥ope do oeniey POPES 2,29 1,097 
Cordage, tarred, ; a 241,520 29006 ges | Pe, | 953.876] 411,408) 
untarred, = 226,807} 15,780 942,587 Africa, do. err pe He .s375,284 
; twine, — 342i . . 249 | | %5,400} 110,799 

Cables, _— 47.550] 40.162 ~ 19 | South-seas eemerpees Summer Wied nis 

Stee] y , 87,712) 7 ; 2408 7103 

‘I'wine and pack thread a — 64 | “| nt 

nd pack thre yan <q | North-west e : = : 

Glauber valte, ’ rs ‘ bi ‘aa -| orth-west ceast of America, 120,977! 119.980 

Salt, os more than 56 Ibs. ‘ aol oo 240,952 

per ushel ouNndSs! 330 Total i uae uo 
oe less than 56 Ibs. —_ ee dolis} + + + |+ + - $81,920,452 
7 per bushel bushels 7 
| cal ‘ ° * ‘4 : 751 4,751 ; 
Fish, foveign caught & dried, quintlh - = 2,099 2.099 | ’ 
ee barrels} - - "63 "6319 SUMMARY STATEMENT 
nae ’ v7} a) , 7” - ee 
ca ei . - 25 25 | ep de go ayn exports af the growth, produce and manufacture 
Glass, black a me , 946 161) Y He United otates, during the year ending on the 30th day of 
ack quart bottles 784 29 | eptember ; as Y 
Window, not mhaaie 00 in greece 1,78% 653) 2,426 September, 1816. 
by 12 ——e a | 

Se — 100 sq. te! 17 196, 213 | The Se oT Wr? — 

Roots” i000 = 070 9 aah a9 | om 1,331,000) 

’ ai _! maa o> Oo 9 , wae 

Shoes and slippers, silk, a ° an 80; 237 | 1. Fisheries— 
kid 4nd meroceo, &c. = es hn | 2,750 dried fish, or cod fishery - « | 935,000 
all othe . 35740 930 4.876 | ickled j ; nd J Yd, 

Oi uiekin on ~- - oa Reet. ee ee eee (em 

i, olivein casks a ring, shad, salon, mackarel) + «© | 221,000 
’ galls O05} - « } 905 ! hale (c ; ’ 

Tatet y a 3 | 05 |} wha cabo Be oil, a oe 16,000: 

: . “ates, Mae i . 
eolthefereguing, dois. 12,782,098 14,756,513" 17,138,556 spermaceti of and candies, . >: 59,00 











————— Jf 7,531,900 





































404 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1837. 








oia— 


SUMMARY STA TEMENT-—countinued. 
































STATEMENT 





Amount 
duty. 


of 





Dolls. Cts. 











— 


251 
1,083 
3,120 
341,363 
161,005 
12,456 


1,432 
955 
18 
4,743 
2,955 
2,015 
9,362 
19,904 
7,908 
57,626 
A491 
314 
777 
4,572 
908 
9,435 
60,650 
3,932 
83 
52,290 
8,420 
45 

1U 


25 
60 
26 
25 
50 
80 


60 
GO 
0G 
20 
40 
46 
20 
$4 
90 
88 
5V 
72 
56 
oF 


29 


19 
10 
20 
70 
OO 
48 
OO 

8 
76 
44. 


U 92 


Sl 
SO 
OU 
00 
47 
00 
40 


20 


16 


ota “ae Forest, 7,203,000 bikene Gf the duties collected on the importation of articie? 
--e SKIDS Q Ss, - . . . . 
3. Sentinal Satis . | which were afterwards re-exported without deing 
Lumber, (buards, staves, shingles, | entitled to drawback. 
hoops and polys. hewn timber, 
Miasts and Spars, &e.) 4,004,006 
eak hark and other die, 308 ,000 
naval stores, (tar, piteh, rosin, tur- SPECIBS OF MERCHANDISE. 
pontine) 798,000 
-ashes, pot and pearl, 1,630,000 sii 
consonant, FQN 
ee atti 354,000 3293, 000 
titi———=— . Goods paying duty ad'val. gt 74 per ct. 
beef, tallow. hides, hive cattle, 738,000 15 do. 
butter and cheese, 223,000 20 do. 
: ; eat a $51,000 { or lo 
pork, pickled, bacon, lard, (live a? ao. 
hogs) 719,080 SO do. 
horses and mules, 364,000 406 ~=« do. 
sheep, | 49,000 + eens : 
| = | 1,132,000 | Wines, Malmsey, Madeira and London 
5 Vemptehie Seed i ae snipe particular. ; ; 
w . ran scu 2 2,0 ° 
pidiel aincn mersy ' - 2 11'646.000 | all other Madeira . ' ‘ 
rice, - 13,555,000 | Burgundy, Champaign, &c. 
ail other (rye, oats, pulse,potatoes, | Sherry and St. Lucar y 
apples, &c.) ~ 238,000 . 
| —— —— | 15,243,009 Claret, &c. in bottles or cases 
be bee ~ tS. L U 1 s a ™ meh ear Lisbon, Oporto, &c. . ° 
7. Cottou— 47--Up. 27 etspredbji - - - « 4,106,000 | : 
8» Ai] other agricultural products— | ' Tenerife, Pay al, &e. : 
indigo. J- - 18,000 | all other . , ‘ 
ene ap ys -% aes Spirits, from grain. ‘ . 
ape sugar, - 000 | ’ 
hops, ee 4.000 | from other mater salis ; 
War, }- 83,000 Molasses . : ‘ ; 
various items, (poultry, flax, mus- Beer, ale, porter and cider . , 
tard,) &c. - 8,000 
| —-—! 1,196,000 ;Feas, bohea ' , ‘ 
‘: Manufactures, 1, 1,755,000) | souchong and other black . 
%. Domestre matcriab— } 
soap and tallow candics, 243,000 | hyson, imper ial, Ke. 
leather, buots, shoes, saddlery, 160,990 other green ° ° 
is ‘ls, 19,000 j Coffee ‘. 
gia, (spirits, beer, stare) 100,000 : 
Woud, including furniture,coaches’ Cocoa ‘ . . 
— other eens 345,000 | Chocolate ° . . . 
tobacco matufacturec 131,000 . , 
Y cordage and canvass, 163,600 ‘S 1e*s brown 
) fron, 200,000 | white, clayed, or pow dered 
Vas iows items (sift, wax candles, , loaf. P , : 5 
jead, linseed oil, spirits of tur- ; 
sussinae,) te, 54,000] Almonds . ; . , , hs 
i ———-—/ 1,415,008 ' Fruits, currants. , , ‘ 
Foreign materials— figs 
syivits from molasses, 96,000 | 5 ‘ . : 
sugar refined, 18,000 | raisins in jars and boxes 
chocolate, 3,000 all other . . 
eunpowder 146,000 
scans tial Gosiben. 26.008 ‘Tallow candles. ; p 
medicine] drugs, | 61,000 Cl 1eese ° ‘ : ‘ ° 
i 
joes SOR Sou , . : . ° 
Uncertain, 1,049 ,060; : 1,755,000 | bes 1% 
Articles vot distinguished in recurns— allow ‘ ? . , : 
manufactured, fe. os 77,000 tested nutmegs 
raW produce, | 2 - 472,000 cinnamon 
| Pa wtp at cloves 
_ Total = - + dolls - - + [+ + + 364,782,000 | pepper . 





Summary of the value of exports from each state. 
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pimento. . 
Chinese cassia ‘ 


States, Ke. Domestic | Foreign. Votal. | Tobacco manufactured, other than snuff 
New-Hanipshive + a: Liv48o; 20,807 140,293, and segafts ‘ , , 
Vermont . e . ? e $92,594 ° > &9 ate 2 594} iTn 2) ro 
Massachusetts - «© « « | 5,008.974] 5,127,465! 10,138,430 | APCS , . 
Rhode-Isand . ° ° ° 118,996 193, 793, 612,794] Cot — ‘ : ‘ 

Comnecucut ° . ° e 58 7,007 6 749} 59. 3,806 | Pow “() € ,. un 

New York . ° ‘ ‘ - 14,158,291] 5,521,740) 19,690,031 | S| he § 4 . 

New-Jersey ° . ° . © 9,746 ° ° Y We te ar chi “9 

Pennsylvania . : ‘ 4,486,329) 2,709,917) 7,196.2 246 Iron, «nchors and sheet 

Delaware e e ° ‘ 54,685 1,532 56,217 7 

Maryland ° ° ° 4,834,490] 2,504,277] 7,338 767 | slit and hoop 

*Distriet of Columbia e ° ° 1,555,572} 125,239] 1,680,811 | Nails ‘ ‘ ‘ 

Virginia 2 6 eels 8,115,890] 96,970] 8212.860| Quicksilver. , 

North-Carolina . ° ° ° 1,328,271 4 4} 1.325.735 , ° ° 

South-Carolipa. . «. « 10,446,213 403.1 6 108491409 | Paints, ochre yellow in oil 

Georgia ssw sw: ‘| 7,436,692] 75,2 7) 7,511,929 dry yellow 

Ohio . . . e . e 1,305 ba - ] 305 ac 

Louisiana ° ° 5,251,833] 351,115 5,602,948 Spanish brown : : 

tT Territory of the U united States, 65,522 - 65,522 | White and red lead . ° 

Total, +  .  «  dolls.|64,781,896/17,138,55 81,920,452 920.453 | Lead and manufactures of lead 

* (st orgetown, . . 235,965 19, 76 255,729 Cordage, tarred 7 + . 
Alexandria. x tt « | 1,319,607} 105,47 1,425,022 | untarred . ' ; 

Votal . . dolls} 1,555,572] 125 239. 1,680,811 | Cables . : 

7 Michigan territory . ° 57,290} - «+ | §7.990 ' Steel . . . . 
Mississippi do . 8 , | = d kt} a 
S288 pT toe > el 8.320 wine and packthreu ; : 
Total + dolls.) 65,6227 65,522; Glauber salts. 
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Amount of | 
4PECIES OF MERCHANDISE, Gity: 

Dolls. Cis. 

Galt, weighing more than 56 lbs. p. bush. 5 40 
do. less do. do. 950 2U 

Fish, foreign canght and dried 2,099 OU 
pickied salmon. \ ; 75 60 
mackarel ° t. 50 00 

allother . 76 80 

lass, black quart bottles 765 60 
window, not above 10 inches by 12 686 OU 
Segars . . . 1,796 00! 
Boots 120 00 
Shoes and slippers, kid and mot occo 299 00 
845,789 44 


Treasury Department, 
Register’s office, February Ist, 1817. 
JOSEPH NOURSE. 





Foreign Articles. 


ENGLAND, &c. 

We have extracts from Liverpool papers of the 
27th. Nov. of which the following items, are the sub- 
stance— 

The distress ef the laboring and middle classes of 
people in Sunderland, were great beyond any for- 
mer precedent. By inquires instituted by the ma- 
gistrates, it appears that one pawn broker only (and 
there are many in Sunderland) had, besides some 
thousand pounds worth of other articles, no fewer 
than 1200 watches, and 150 wedding rings. 

A farther reduction of the British army had been 
ordered. 

Lord Cochrane had been fined £100 for breaking 
prison, which being immediately paid, he was dis- 
charged. 

The British funds continued to rise—3 per cents 
were at 66. 

The poor-rates at Hinckley,-in Leicestershire, 
were 12 shillings in the pound—nearly two-thirds 
of the town were ina state of pauperism. Many 
persons of respectable standing were distrained for! c 
these rates—so as to be without bedding to satisfy 
the tax gatherers. 

A letter from Liverpool, says “very few shipments 


will be made the ensuing spring, in conseqi1ence of | 


the alarming aceounts received from America.” 

Doleful accounts of the sacrifices of their goods 
in the American markets, are published in the Bri- 
tish papers 

Public works are going on in many places to em- 
ploy the poor. ‘The papers are filled with the most 
distressing accounts of their situation. : 

Much apprehension exists of great sufferings 
from the scarcity of grain, though some supplies 
appear to be coming in from Holland, &e. Old 
wheat, at Liverpool Noy. 19, 19 a 2Us. per 70 lbs. 
A quantity of sour Am. flour had been sold at 606. 
per bbl. 

FRANCE. 

The French budget is tixed at 1,088,294,957 

francs—nearly 45 millions sterling.  Talleyrand, 


ministers, has been forbidden the court, and it is 

said will be deprived of his post of Chamberlain. 
SPAIN. 

A London paper of Nov. 21, says—The Madrid 

Gazette of the 28th ult. states that the government 


lic a Spanish general ona special mission; the pur- 


pose is to demand exnianations froin the United 
States, respecting the support given to the South 
American patriots. 

PORTUGAL. 

The Portuguese are to receive a portion of the 
contributions paid by France to the allies—for con- 
quering her. 

ITALY. 
The Jews in Sardinia are said to be much irritat 
ed at the conduct of the government towards them 








Berkshire Agricultural Society. 


The following coneise and patriotic address was 
delivered by Elkanah Watson, esq. before the 
celebrated Rerkshire Agricultural Society, in 
Pittsfield, previous to proclaiming the premiums 
in October last, and published by request of said 
society. The important object of fostering do- 
mestic manufactures, have recently awakened an 
uncommon attention amang the best friends of 
our country; we are induced to republish it, un- 
der an impression that the example of the society 
will have a salutary effect.—Ed. Albany Arcus. 
Gentlemen,—I1 am again invited to proclaim your 

premiums—also, to offer some preliminary remarks 

on this auspicious occasion. 

After my removal from this state, [ little expect- 
ed this new proof of honor and confidence—I.meet 
the compliment with sensations of gratitude. Fol- 
lowing the interesting and excellent communication 
of your president, just delivered, it would be pre- 
posterous and improper that E should attempt any 
general observations on the subject of agriculture 
and manufactures, the promotion of which are the 
exclusive objects of 3 your novel and interesting as- 
sociation. 

My only object in addressing to youa few words, 
is again to express my undiminished zeai for your 
prosperity and happines, and to endeavor to im- 
press on your minds the vast importance of continu- 


jing your labors. 


Your measures, mv friends, (with whom I have 
been so long accustomed to act in this pleasing and 
useful employment) are considered by the Ameri- 

can nation, not as localized, or identified with the 
immediate interest of Pittsfield—or Berkshire—or 
Massachusetts. No, gentlemen, I can say with pride, 
and with pleasure, the eyes of America are fixed on 
your patriotic course with anxious solicitude. For 
some weeks past, we find the public papers from 
Maine to Georgia—from the Atlantic to the Missis- 
sippi—all teeming in the praises of your society, 
and holding it up to view as worthy of general imi- 
tation. Several agricultural societies are recently 
organized—others in contemplation—and all avow- 
edly on your model It will, also, be peculiarly 
grateful to every member of this society, to know 
that the mother society of this state is following 
your footsteps in their first cattle show, to be exhi- 
bited the ensuing week at Brig! :ton. They are 
blessed with an overflowing treasury, and have, a¢ 
length, evinced a disposition to appropriate a sma// 
portion of their income, to excitea laudable spirit of 
emulation in the viginity of the capital. Your exem- 
plary measures are considered national, since their 
influence is extended into every section of this 
great republic. 

It is a singular fact, and ought not to be con. 
cealed—the farther you recede from this centre, 
which invigorates apd gives life and animation to 
your annual exhibitions, into the most distant points 





vf Spain is about to send to the American Repub- 


of the union, the more your patriotic excrtions 
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appreciated. With these truths in view, and in a 
full knowledge how far this immediate community 
have been benefitted by the visible and increasing 
good +ifects resulting from a laudable excitement 
in every direction; every farmer in this county must 
be dead \o his own interest, dead to the honor of 
Berks'iire, not to contribute his mite to a general 
fund, on which, alone, must depend the existence 
of this society. ; 

Some have supposed it indispensible that a lite- 
rary character shouid always preside over this in- 
stitution. This is is a mistake—since it is not ne- 
cessary a formal address should be annually made. 
Any plain, respectable farmer, of souxd information, 
of enlarged and liberal views, can with equal pro- 
priety discharge the necessary functions, by an an- 
nual communication, simply confined to your pro- 
gressive improvements in agriculture and manu- 
factures, to be read by your secretary, and publisbed 
for general information. Since practical experi- 
ments, and keeping up that excitement which per- 
vades this country, are the essential points in view, 
the more simple your future course, and the less 
ostentatious, the greater will be popular confidence. 

The only effectusl measure to keep your wheels 
in motion is to oi/ them. Oil them by an exact 
punctuality in your voluntary engagements. A few 
annual drops of this oil from each farmer, will, I 
siand pledged, eventually overspread this country 
with wealth and happiness. 

To ensure with greater certainty the necessary 
funds, perhaps it may be found expedient and pro- 
per to reduce the number of your premiums, and in 
the same view to confine them, in each successive 
year, alternately, either to agriculture or to manu- 
factures exclusively. The present distressed situa- 
tion of this country, is full evidence that we must 
fall back on our native resources, to a certain point 
—Although the shelves of our merchants and the 
stores of our custom-houses are loaded with fo- 
reign manufactures, estimated at the frightful sum 
of. two hundred miliions of dollars, and selling at 
haif their intrinsic value—although we are standing 
on the verge of a precipice which threatens univer- 
sal desolation in the mercantile and manufacturing 
world, yet it is grateful to the patriot’s eye, to see 
so large a proportion of this respectable assemblage 
clad in homespun, on the increase of which, we 
must eventually build our prosperity—our substan- 
tial independence. In a word, my friends, we must 
practice the salutary lesson of economy—we must 


retrace the humble footsteps of our ancestors, or| 


be enslaved to our creditors at home and abroad. The 
only pride of our females in these gloomy times (and 
much depends on their example) should be to be 


‘attired in the works of their own hands and to see 


their fathers, their husbands, their brothers, nay 
their sweet-hearts, marching by their sides, clothed 
in homespun also, of their own muking.* — 

We must buy less—make more—holding crepit 
as the bane and curse of this community—thus, also, 
holding the }swyers and sheriffs st defiance. Every 
freeman would then rest in peace under his own 
vine, and walk erect, with a firm and manly step, 
on the blessed soil of America, truly the lords of 
the creation. Should your labors produce these 
glorious results, your names will stand immortal- 





*Hlere the venerable orator turned towards the 
north gallery, which was exclusively appropriated 
to a beautiful collection of ladies—female singers 
‘jncluded—the audience spontaneously applauded.— 
The effect may be better conceived than described. 

fEd. Sun. 


ized, and future generations who stroll in church, 
yards, may read on your tombs this proud but sim- 
ple epitaph—Here lies , a member of the first 
Berkshire Agricultural society; may generations yet 
unborn, learn, by his example, to love their country. 

On the other hand, if this society must perish, 
all farther efforts on this scale will be deadened 
for a century to come. But you will always have 
the consolation of knowing, that you are entitled 
to the eternal gratitude of Berkshire—that you 
have kept your feet firm on the stiff neck of party 
spirit—that you have held the monster down—hence 
your prosperity. That you have struggled year 
after year, performing a great national object, de- 
prived of funds, or legislative patronage; and yet, 
by a miracle, as it were, you have commanded both 
respect and success. My friends, you have a solemn 
charge committed to your hands since, on the suc- 
cessful result of your example, numerous agricul- 
tural societies will yet arise to bless the land, or to 
be repressed by your fall. With these remaks, and 
imploring Heaven’s blessings, to crown your patri- 
otic efforts with merited success, I will again pro- 
ceed to the remaining duty assigned to me. 











Kentucky Legislature. 


Rosolutions in relation to the law increasing the 
compensation to members of congress, offered by 
Mr. Rowan. 

The report of the committee raised by congress 
to enquire into the expediency of modifying or re- 
pealing the law enacted at their last session, where- 
by the compensation to the members of that body 
for their legislative services was varied and enhanc- 
ed, treats the sentiment expressed by the Ameri- 
can people in relation to that measure, with a disre- 
spect and irreverence but little short of undisgui- 
sed contempt. It is to be regretted that a mea- 
sure injurious and impolitic, and justly reprobated, 
by the matured opinion of the people, should be vin- 
dicated with a contumelious pertinency throughout 
all the stages of its abandonment; if indeed it is 
destined to be abandoned. But while we forbear 
to comment upon that document and suppress the 
feelings, other than those of regret, which it is 
calculated to excite, we cannot forbear to express 
our wish for the repeal of that obnoxious law; we 
say obnoxious; for having but just emerged from 
a war of considerable duration, which, though 
glorious in event, was affective and expensive in 
its progress, it was to be expected that our re- 
| presentatives in congress would display practically 
that patriotism which they had so often avowed, in 
sustaining cheerfully their equal share of the com- 
mon pressure; that they would not, while necessity 
and policy forbace the taxes to be repealed or even 
much diminished, have changed the character and 
doubled the amount of their own compensation.— 
Justly obnoxious, because it may forma precedent, 
by the authority of which, inroads may in future be 
made upon the public treasury in times less pure 
and patriotic than the present: In times when 
cupidity and avarice shall have triumphed over 
delicacy and correct sentiment. The retroactive 
operation of that law cannot, we think, be vindi- 
cated. In that respect, it violated a great princi- 
ple of political and moral fitness which has, by the 
| wisdom of the American people, been incorporated 
,in most of their free constitutions,—But most justly 
obnoxious in its change of per diem into an annual 
compensation. * In this the representative princi. 
ple, the most highly characteristic feature of re. 
publicanism, secms to have been forgotten or ne. 
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siected; far all experience and the history of go- 
vernments prove, that operations finds its way most 
frequently through official channels of the people; 
that among the members of the official corps, in 
in every government, there have been harmony of 
sentiment and sympathy of feeling in relation to 
power and to money; that under various specious 
pretexts, the one has becn accumulated and the 
other exacted, until the people have been weakened 
and improverished, and eonsequently oppressed and 
enslaved.—When the representatives of the people, 
who are their centinels against danger from oficial 
and other sources, shall have erected themselves 
into salaried officers, other representatives are 
wanting to supply the place of those who have 
attached themselves to the body whence danger is 
most to be apprehended : Wherefore, 

Resolved as the opinion of the members of the le 
gislature of the commonwealth of Kentucky, That the 
law aforesaid is intrinsically and justly obnoxious, 
and ought io be repealed 

And it is further resolved, That our senators and 
representatives in the congress of the United States, 
(to whom, upon that subject, gross error of judg. 
ment and not turpitude of motives is ascribed,) be, 
and they are hereby instructed to use their best in- 
fluerce to procure the unqualified repeal of that 
law. 

Resolved, That the acting govenor be, and he is 
hereby requested, to transmit to each of our gsena- 
tors and members of the house of representatives 
in the congress of the United States, a copy of the 
foregoing statement and resolutions. 








A resolution in commemoration of the victery at New- 
Orleans on the eighth of January, 1815. 

Resolved, By the legislature of the common- 
wealth of Kentucky, That the recurrence of this 
day is calculated to awaken in every American 
bosom sensations of joy and gratulation. The 
eighth day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen, was distinguished by a victory 
the more splendid as it was achieved by the proud 
votaries of civil liberty, over the disciplined vas- 
sals of an ambitious monarch. New Orleans, and 
this day, form acombination of time and place alike 
humiliating to England and gratifying to America. 
On this memorable day Britain was vanquished 
and driven from the land of freedom: while she 
trembles, let us rejoice; and that we may evince 
the proud sensations connected with the day and 
the valor of our brave officers and soldiers— 

Resolved, That our venerable acting governor 
(who is himself respectfully remembered in con- 
nection with the day and subject) be requested to 
cause the artillery company of the town of Frank- 
fort forthwith to parade on the public square near 
the capitol, and there to discharge gineteen rounds 
of cannon, a round for each state in our happy union, 
in commemoration of the achievements of our arms 
on that glorious day. 

A bill has passed the house of representatives, 
exempting from taxation for five years, all mer- 
ov. imported into this state from New Or- 
eans. 





‘ha 


mousiy 


The arrival of commodore Joshua Barney in Ken- 
tucky, at this time, revives in our recollection the 
distinguished services of that gallant officer durt:g 


he following resolution was adopted wunani- 


_fivsoived, by the levisloture of Kentueky, That the 
military conduct and achievements of that ,,entle- 
man during the late war, and on the aforesaid 
memorable occasion deserves, and has the admira- 
tion of the legislature of Kentucky. 


—_——— -—— - 
— 


ie 
CONGRESS. 

SENATE, 
Friday, February 27.—Two messages were received from the 
president of the United States—the one noticed in the proceedings 
of the house of representatives; the other transmitting in compli- 
ance with the request of the senate, information touching the 
execution of so much of the treaty of peace with Great Br itain 
as relates to the delivery of slaves. 
_Mr. Ruggles, of Ohio, prese ted certain instruction received by 
him from the legislature of Ohio, to use his exertions to procire 
the passage of a law of congress giving te the mbabitants 0° the 
United States’ reservation at Lower Sandusky, preemption right 
to parts thereof, &ce. Objections having been made to the reading 
of the instruction for the information of th» senate, the question 
Was taken on reading it, and decided in the negative. 
Mr. /Vilson thereupon submitted for consideration the fellowing 
resolution: 
“Thatithe senate deem it inexpedient that instructions from a state 
legislature to the senators frum such state shail be received and 
filed in the senate.” 
The bill to amend the claims’ law of last session, was again 
taken up, diseusse? and amended. 
Mr. Daggett moved to strike out the first section of the bill (in 
effect to re}: ct if) which motion wes d cided as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs Ashimun. Barbour. Brown, Daggett, Fromentin, 
Goldsborongh, Hanson. Hardin, Horsey, Hoater, Mason of Va, 
Noble, Roggles. Talbot, Cich nor, Williama—te. 
NAYS—Messrs Camptell, Chace, Condit. Gaillard, Howell Lae 
eock, Macon, Muson of N. H. Morrow, Robot , Sanford, S vith 
Tait, Taylor. Thompson, Tronp, Varnum—17. ‘ 
So the senate refused to strike out the first section, and the bill 
was ordered to a third reading, as amended. 
The bill for inereasing the compensation of the messengers of 
the several departments was, on motion of Mr. Varnum, postponed 
to the 4th day of March next (rejected.) 
Monday, Feb. 10.—Some progress was made in the senate, on the 
commissariat bill, which proposes to substitute, for the supply of 
the army, purchasing commissaries in lieu of contractors. 
The senate, (says the National Intelligencer) it is uuderstood, 
have hefore them a treaty of commerce and navigation, said to 
have been concluded between our late minister, Mr. Russell, and 
the government of Sieden. As on these subjects the senate acts 
with closed doors, we are not of course apprized of the terms of 
the treaty, nor of the proceedings of the senate thereon. 
Tuesday, February 11.-—The followiug resolution, submitted by 
Mr. Lacock, was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be laid before the senate: 
st. The number of complete rations and parts of rations issued 
by the commissaries of the north-western army from the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1812, to the 31st of May, 1513. 
2d. The number of rations and parts of rations issued by the cone 
tractors for the same period. 
3d. ‘The number of rations and parts of rations issued by the com- 
missaries to the said army, from the 3ist of May, 1813, to the ist 
(of June, 1814. a 
4th, The number of rations and parte of rations issued by the 
contractors fur the same period. 
5th. he amount ef provisions bought by the commissarics and 
public agents for said army for each of the periods aforcseid, the 
whole expence of such purchases, with the wages paid to commis 
savies and agents. The expence of transportation, and all inact 
dental expences incurred by this mode of supplying the army. 
6th. The whole amount of money paid to the contractars fur 
supplying the army for each of the periods aforesaid. 
7il. ‘The whole amouut of provisions turned over by the con- 
tractors on the Ist of June, 1314, to the United States, and by the 
United States to other contractors, within that year. ; 

8th. The amouat of money advanced in the winter of 1314 and 
1815, by order of general M°Comb, at Detroit, to the commissary, 
for the purpose of purchasing provisions on the allegation of an 
anticipated failure of the contractors. ‘The a uount of money xe- 
tually paid in the purchase of such provisions, witha detailed ac 
count, as far as practicable, of Une price of the diferent articl:s. 

9th. ‘Lhe amount of the fast mentioned provisions delivered to 
the contractors, or issued to the army, particularizing tu each case. 

The following motion, subsaitted by Mr. Barbeur, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the comivittee oa finance be instructed to iaquire 
into the expediency of amending the law passed April 19, 1815, 
entitled “an aet to abolish the existing duties on spirits distilled 
withiu the United States, aad to Ixy other dutics ia lien of those 
at present imposed on ficences to distillers of spirituous liquors,” so 
far as to exempt the distiilation of spirituous liquors exclusively 
made of truit from the operation of the act aforesaid. 

Ou the question to agree thereto, it Was decided in the aegative; 
so this resalutioa did nut pass. 

‘The bili to repeal in part the claims’ law of last session was reag 
a third tine as amended, 

A motion was made by Mr. Lacock (to accommodate gentlemen 








the late war, and particularly at Bladensburg— 


Wherefore. 





hoes were opposed to some provisions of this bili) to ré-cunsider the 
question of ordering the bill to a third reading. — 
This motown way decided affiviuatively, as folhows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Chace, Dagectt. Dana, 
Fromesiin, Goldsborough, Hansgn, Hardin, Howell, Hunter, King, 
Nohle. Ruggivs, Sanford, Stokes, ‘laluot, Ticheuor, Williams--20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Campbell, Condit, Gaillard, Lacock, Macon, Ma- 
son, of N. H. Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, 
Troup, Varnum, Wilson—15. ; 

The bill being again open to amendment, a motion was made to 
strike out the first section of the bill. Whereupon. , 

The subject was further postponed. And the senate adjourned 

HOUSE UF REPRESKNTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 7 —Several reports were made from 
the committee of claims and variously disposed of. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to increase the compensation 
of certain collectors of the customs; also a bili 
making additional appropriations to defray the ex- 
pences of the army and militia during the late war; 
also a bill making appropriations for the support of 
the military establishment for the year 1817; which 
bills were twice read and severally committed. 

The Speaker laid before the house the annual re- 
port of the commissioner of the sinking fund; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hahn, 

Resolved, That the acting secretary of war be in- 
structed to report to this house the reasons why the 
roiliiia fines, incurred by delinquents under the 
late call of the militia into the service of the United 
States, are not finally collected. 

The following message of the president of the 
United States, received yesterday was read and re- 
fered to aselect commiitee. 

To the senateand house of representatives of the United States. 

On conparing the fourth section of the act of congress, pass 
Mare! <i, 1814, providing for the indemnification of certain claim- 
ants vo public Lo ds in the Mississippi territory, with the articles 
of agr ement and evssion between the United States and the state 
of Georgia, bearing date April 30, 1802, it appears that the en- 
gagemests entered into with the claimants imterfere with the 
rigets and interests secured to that state, I recommend to con- 
gress that provision be made by Jaw for payments to the state of 
Georgia oqual to the atsount of Mississippi stock which shall be 
paid into the treasury until the stipulated sum ot 1,250,000 dollars 


shall be completed. JAMES MADISON. 
Februsry 6, 1817. ‘ 

Lhe pouse then resumed the consideration of the 
bill, to set apart and pledge, as a fund for internal 
improvement, the bonus and United States share o. 
the dividends of the national bank—Mr. King’s mo- 
tion to postpone the bill indefinitely being still un- 
dex consideration. 

Afier debate, Messsrs. Pickering, Sheffey, Cal. 
houn, Thos. Wilson and Yates in support of the 
bill, and Messrs. Wright and King against it— 

The question was, (about 4 o0’clock) taken on 
postponing the bill mdefinitely—tantamout to a 
rejection—and decide in the negative as follows: 

YE*S—Messrs) Adams, Archer, Atherton, Barbour, Bassett, 
Bayiirs. Rennet, Boss, Bradbury, Brown, Bryan, Burwell, Cham- 
pron, Cilley, Clark N. C. Claytun, Cook, Cooper, Crawford, Da- 
ve nport, Desha, Dick ns, Edwards, Forney, Goldsborough, Good- 
wa, Hale, Hardio, Hawes, Henderson, Hooks, Hungerford, Jewett, 
Johuson, Va. King. Larg‘on, Law, Lyon, Wm. Maclay, Mason, 
M’Coy, M’Lean, Miller, Miils, Hugh Nelson, ‘Thos. M. Nelson, | 
Noves, Parris, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Reed, Rice, Roane, Ro-| 
ber.son, Root, Ruggles, Smith, Md. Southard, Stearns. Strong,, 
Sturges, Taggart, ‘lallmadge, Taul, Tyier, Vose. Ward Mass. Ward} 
N. Y. Ward N. J. Wilcox, Williams, Woodward, Wright—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Baer, Baker, Bateman, Betts, 
Birdsell. Birdseye, Breckenridge, Brouks, Cady, Caldwell, Caithoun, 
Chappell, Clark, N. Y. Clendennin, Condict, Creighton, Crocheron, 
Culpepper, Darlington, Fletcher, Forsyth, Gaston, Gold, Griffin, | 
Grosvenor, Hahn, Hall, Hammond, Harrison, Heister, Huger, Hul- | 
bert, Ingham, Irving, N. Y. Jackson, Johnson Ky. Kent, Kerr, Va. ' 
Kithourn, Lewis, Little, Love, Lovett, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Lyle, 
Win. P. Maclay, Marsh, M'Kee, Middleton, Milnor, Moffitt, Moore, 

foseley, Murfree, Jer. Nelson. Newton, Ormsby, Peter, Pickens, | 
Pickering, Powell. Randolph, Ross, Savage, Schenck, Sharp, Shet- 
fey, Smith Penn. Smith, Va. Taylor N. Y. Taylor S. C Telfair, 
Thomas, Townsend, Wailace, Wendover, Whiteside, Wilde, Wilkin, ; 
Willoughby, Thos. Wilson, Wm. Wilson, Yancey, Yates—388. 

Some turther progress was made in the bill, which 
was finally ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 


ing. 
Saturday, Feb.8.—Mr. Thomas Wilson, fr 

commit::e on roads and canals, report 

syibject the following resolution: , 





om the 
ed on that | 





Resolved, That the president of the United States, 
be requested to take measures for making, as far as. 
practicable, and report to this house at the next and 
every subsequent session of congress, such roads, 
canals and improvements in water courses, as are 
required in a general system of inland navigation 
and intercourse throughout the extent of the United 
States, and the territories thereof, best adapted to 
fucilitate the intercourse ni+ essary for personal, 
commercial and military purposes. 

The resolution being read was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Atherton laid the following resolution on the 
table, where it lies one day of course: 

ftesolved, That the following be adopted as an 
addition to the standing rules of the house—It 
shall be the duty of the committee on public ex 
penditures, to examine whether any offices under 
the laws of the United States, have become use- 
less or unnecessary, to report from time to time on 
the expediency of modifying or abolishing the same; 
also, to examine into the pay and emoluments of 
all offices under the laws of the United States, and 
to report from time to time such a reduction ov 
increase thereof, as a just economy of the public 
resources may require. 

Mr. Dickens offered the following resolution for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to report a bill to repeal so much of 


ed| thc acts now in force, as lays a duty on salt. 


On the question of considering the szid resolu- 
tion, it was decided in the xregative—ayes 51, noes 
56. 

A resolution was agreed to authorising the pub- 
lication of the laws in as many papers as the secre- 
tary of state thought expedient, not exceeding six 
in each state. 

Mr. King, after a preamble referring to the bill 
appropriating the bonus, &c. of the United States’ 
bank, offered a resolution to appropriate two mil- 
lions to be divided among the states in proportion 
to their free population in aid of the funds of chari- 
table and humane institutions, Bible and Missionary 
societies, &c. The house refused to consider it. 


The engrossed bill to set apart and pledge, as a 
find for internal improvement the bonus and United 
States’ share of the dividends of the national bank, 
was read the third time, and the question stated, 
‘shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. Randolph rose and spoke nearly three hours 
in Opposition. 

Mr. Sheffey stated the reasons which would pre- 
vent his voting for the bill. 

Mr. Caihoun advocated the bill, and replied ta 
Mr. Randolph and others. 

Mr. Smith of Md. and Mr. Wright successively 
renewed their opposition to the bill; and 

Mr. Calhaun again spoke in its support. 

‘The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Avery, Baker, Bateman, 


Betts, Birdsall, Birdseye, Breckenridge, Brooks, Cady, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Chappell, Clark N. Y. Clendennin, Comstock, Condict, 


| Conner, Creighton, Crocheron, Culpepper, Darlington, Findley, 
| Forsyth, Gaston, Glasgow, Gold, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hahn, Hall, 


Hammond, Harrison, Heister, Hendricks, Hopkinson, Huger, Hul- 
bert, Ingham, Irving, N. Y. Jackson. Johnson, Ky. Kent. Kerr Va. 
Little, Love, Lovett, Lumpkin, Lyle, W. P. Maclay, M’Kee, Mid- 
dleton, Milnor, Moffitt, Moore, Mtrfree, Jer. Nelson, Newton, 
O:nisby, Peter, Piekens, Pickering, Powell, Ross Savage, Schenck, 
Sharp, Smith Penn. Smith Va. ‘Tate, Taylor N. Y. ‘Taylor, S. ©, 
Telfair, ‘Townsend, Wallace, Webster, Wendover, Whiteside, 
Wilde, Wilkin, Wilioughby, Thos. Wilson, Wm. Wilson, Yancey, 
Yates—S6, 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Archer, Atherton, Baer, Barbour, Bas- 
sett, Bay lies, Bennett, Blount, Boss, Bradbury, Brown, Bryan, Bur, 
well, Cannon, Carr Ms. Champion, Cilley, Clark, N. C. Clayton, 
Cook, Cooper, Crawford, Davenport, Desha, Dickens, Edwards’ 











NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—CONGRESS. 


Seanapepanaenemsananaiiincncer 


409 





Fletaher, Goldshorough, Goodwyn, Hale, Hardin, Hawes, Hooks, 
Hungerford, Irwin P.nn, Jewett, Johnson Va King, Laugdon, 
Law, Lowndes Lyon, Wim, Maelay, Marsh, Mason, M’Coy, M’Lean, 
‘Miller, Mills, Hugh Nelson, Thos. M. Nelson, Noyes, Parris, Piper, 
Pitkin, Pleasants, Randolph, Reed, Rice, Roane, Robertson, Root, 
Ruggles, Smith, Md. Southard, Stearns, Strong, Stuart, Sturges, 
Taggart, ‘Vallmadge, Taul, Thomas, Tyler. Vose, Ward Mass. 
Ward N. Y. Ward N. J. Wheaton, Wilcox, Williams, Woodward, 
‘Wright—84. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence; and the house adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 10.—Mr. M‘ Kee, ‘rom a select com- 
mittee reported a bill transferring the duties of the 
commissioners of loans, to the bank of the United 
States, and to abolish the offices of commissioners 
of loans. 

Mr. Pleasants reported a bill regulating the pay 
and emoluments of pursers and midshipmen of the 
navy, and of the medical staff of the army of the 
United States. 

These bills were twice read and committed. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfavorable report of the committee of commerce 
and manufactures, on the petition of Anthony 
Buck, who prays to be relieved from the payment 
of an embargo bond, into which, by false represen- 
tations, Mr. Buck was induced to enter for the cap- 
tain of an eastern vessel, and which became forfeit- 
ed by the misconduct of said captain in violating 
the embargo. This report gave rise to a long de- 
bate which ended in reversing the report of the 
committee of commerce and manufactures, and di- 
recting the committee to report a bill for the relief 
of the petitioner. 

A joint resolution from the senate, for appointing 
a committee on the part of each house, to ascertain 
and report a mode of examining the votes for presi- 
dent and vice president of the United States, and 
of notifving the persons elected of their election, 
was iaken up and agreed to. 

The bill from the senate, to repeal the second 
section of an act concerning the pay of officers, sea- 
men and marines, inthe service of the United States, 
was read a third time and passed. 

The bill making provision respecting American 
captives during the late war, passed through acom- 
mittee of the whole. 

The bill for the relief of certain sufferers during 
the late war with Great Britsin (appointing the sum 
of $40,000 dollars for the relief of the sufferers on} 
the Niagara frontier) was next taken up in commit- 
the of the whole. 

Mr. Archer moved to amend tis bill so as to in- 
clude the case of losses on the shores of the Che- 
sapeake bay. He referred to the cases of the towns 
of Havre de Grace, Georgetown and Fredricktown, 
all on the bay shore, in which depredations had 
been made by the enemy, by conflagrating private 
property; which cases he considered not materially 
variant in principle from those which came under 





this bill. Although the sufferers of this character! 


had no legal claim on the government, they had a} Maryland . 
claim of justice; and wherever a government had/{ Virginia ; ‘ 


the ability to pay such claims, it was its duty to sa-| 
tsfy them. The ability of our government could 
not now be questioned, since it had lately made 
liberal appropriations for internal improvement, and 
objects not of necessity, &c. 

‘his motion gave rise to a debate which conti- 
nued until the usual hour of adjournment. 

Tuesday, Feb, 11.—Mr. Lowndes from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, made unfavorable re- 
ports on the resolution and instruction to enquire 
into the expediency of repealing a certain part of 
the law laying a duty on carriages, and for repeal- 





Ng or modifying the act laying duties on licenses 
te retailers. 


Mr. Hall reported a bill authorising the pay- 
ment of a certain sum of money to the state of 
Georgia. 

Mr. Pickering made a report on the memorial 
for the colonization of the free people of color. 

The usual resolutions were passed about count- 
ing the votes for president and vice president of 
the United States, to-morrow. 


The Speaker Taid before the house a letter fiom 
he secretary of the treasury, transmitting the an- 
nual statements of the amounts collected under 
the several acts laying direct taxes, &c. together 
with the amount of compensation allowed to the 
officers employed in the collection thereof; and al- 
so the compensation received by the principal and 
assistant assessors; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


The bill providing for the reimbursement of mo- 
nies paid for the ransom of American captives 
from the Indians, was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 


The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Condict in the chair, on 
the bill appropriating 340,000 dollars for the re- 
lief of certain suflerers on the Niagara frontier, in 
the late war—Mr. .?rcher’s motion to amend the 
bill so as to include the losses on the Chesapeake 
bay, being under consideration: 

Which, afier considerable debate, was negatived. 
Other amendments were unsuccessfully proposed to 
the bill. 

Wednesday, February 12.—At twelve o’clock a message was sent 
to the senate toinform them that the house of representatives was 
ready to reteive them, to proceed in counting the votes for the 
election of president and vice-president of the United States, ac- 
cording to the resolution of yesterday. 

The president and members of the senate accordingly attended, 
and the president being conducted to the speaker's chair, and 


seated by his side, the two houses proceeded to count the votes, 
which w.re found to stand thus:— 





















































President. ‘Per V. President, 
e1 2/3/85 
= jo | oe pe pa 
:, wi M1 Bob Bede 
STATES. wie} & : , 
. | | ay 
New-Hampshire 8 |. 8 
Massachusetts . 22 22 | 
Rhode-Island 4 4, | 
Connecticut 9 
Vermont 8 S 
New-York 29 29 
New-Jersev 8 8 
Pennsylvania 25 25 
Delaware 3 . 
. 8 | 
95 25 
North-Carolina . 15 15 | 
South-Carolina 11 ll 
Georgia. ; 8 | 8 
Kentucky 12 | 12 
‘Tennessee 8 5 
Ohio & 8 
Louisiana . 3 3 
Indiana 3 5 
Totals 183 | 34 183 | 22 a 














When the votes of Indiana were about to be counted, it was 
objected that that state had not gone through all the formalities 


{ for its ndmission inte the uuion; which was, however, over-ruled. 
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Thursday, Feb. 13—Mr. Pleasants, from the ee 
mitte on naval affairs, reported without amendment 
the bill from the senate “in addition to an act for 
the relief of Daniel T. Patterson and George T. Ross, 
and the officers and men lately under their com- 
mand;” and the bill was ordered to a third reading, 
and was accordingly read a third time and passed. 

The engrossed bill “relating to the ransom of 
American captives of the late war,” was read a 
third time and passed, and sent to the senate. 

The bill for the relief of certain sufferers (on the 
Niagara frontier) by the late war, was taken up and 
further amended. On the question to order the bill 
to engrossed for a third reading— 

Afier some debate and remarks—the bill was 
laid on the table. 

The house then, in committee of the whale, spent 
some time on the appropriation bill, for the civil! 
expences of government. ‘The committee rose and 
reported the bill to the house. 

Much other business was done, which shall be 
noticed in its progress—not being of present im- 
portance. 











Cleopatra’s Barge. 
From the Boston Intelligencer, ay 11.—The ele- 
ant equipment of this vessel, by Mr. Crowninshield, 
tre voyage of pleasure, as it is an entire novelty in 
this country, has excited universal curiosity and| 
admiration. Whilst she was lying at the wharf in 
Salem, we have heard she attracted company from 
various surrounding places to view so perfect a 
specimen of nautical architecture and sumptuous) 
accommodation. Kighteen hundred ladies, it is: 
asserted, visited her in the course of one day.—| 
Cleopatra’s Barge measures about 200 tons, and is) 
snodelled after one of the swiftest sailing ships which 
was ever driven by wind. Being introduced on board, 
you descend into a magnificent saloon, about 20 
feet long and 19 broad, finished on all sides with 
polished mahogony, inlaid with other ornamental 
wood. The seitees of the saloon are of splendid | 
workmanship; and the backs are shaped like the) 
ancient lyre, and the seats are covered with crimson} 
silk velvet bordered with a very wide edging of 
gold lace. Two splendid mirrors, standing at either} 
end, andam agnifice nt c} handelier, suspended in the, 
centre of the ‘salo: on, give a richness of effect to it, 
not easily surpassed. Instead of births, on the sides| 
of this hall, there are closets for the tea eqiipage | 
and suit of plate for the dinner table, which are 
finished inahigh style of elegance. The after-cabin 
contains sleeping accommodations for the under 
ofixcers of the vessel. ‘Fhe owners and captain’s state 
rooms are very commodious.—The conveniences for 
the kitchen’s and steward’s apartments may be con-, 
sidered models in their way. There are aqueducts | 
in all parts of the vessel whieh require them. 
PTheinténtioi of Mr.Crowninshield, we understand, | 
is to proceed i in the first instance to the Western | 
Islands, thence through the streights of Gibraltar, , 
and following the windings of the left coast of the| 
Mediterranean, will touch at every principal city| 
on the route, which will be, round the island of| 
Siciiu, up the gulph of Venice to Trieste, along the} 
coast of Albania and the Morea, through the Grecian} 
Archipelago to the Dardanelles; if permitted by the 
‘Turkish authorities, he will proceed through the 
sea of Marmora to Constantinople, thence coasting 
zlong the ports of the Black sea, to the sea of Asoy, 
he will return by the way of the isle of Cyprus, upon} 
the south side of the Mediterranean, stopping at 
Acre, Jerusalem, and Alexandria, on his way, and 














\ 


sailing by the coast of the Desert, to that of th 

Barbary states. Emerging from the streights he will 
proceed through the British channel and North sea, 
up the Baltic to Petersburg, thence along the coast 
of Norway to the North Cape, and perhaps into the 
White sea—from this point he may go to Spitsber- 
gen and Iceland, and thence crossing an immense 
ocean to the coast of South-America, touching at . 
various ports, he will complete the tour of his des- 


|tination, and arrive at Salem. It much to be desired 


that a gentleman of scientific attainments, historical 


|research and literary taste may accompany Mr. 


Crowninshield in his expedition. The multiplied 
objects of rational curiosity, which will be present- 
ed to the traveller, on such a tour, would afford 
materials, which if well digested and arranged, 

would do credit to the country, and confer perma- 
nent celebrity upon a voyage, which, without such 
a narration, will dwindle into a topic of idle curi- 
osity and final insignificance. 


CHRONICLE. 


Exchange. In Baltimore, though we have no pre- 
miums on money, we have yet to pay discounts on 
bills. The late resolution of the banks has put 
down the former. In New-York on the 8th of Feb. 
the following rates were given; Boston 1 per cent. 
prem. South Carolina 13 do. Philadelphia 14 dis. 
Baltimore 3 to 33: Virginia, North Carolina and 

New Giteiek, 2; Georgia par. On London, 1 a 14 
prem. 

The legislature of Ohio adjourned on the 28th ult. 
They rejected all applications for the mcorpora- 
tion of new banks. 

Prices at Cincinnati—corn 50, wheat 100 cents per 
bush. beef from 3 to 4 dolls. per cwt. pork 2 50; 
mutton Sto 4 cents per Ib. turki's 17 cents each. 
10,0C0 bushels of corn has been purchased on the 
Big Sandy for 33 cents. 

An emigration company is forming at New-Haven 
under a formal compact or constitution—destina- 
tion westwasd. 

Hartford memorial—The merchants and ship own- 
ers in Hartford (Con.) have memorialized congress, 
to prohibit an entry of any vessel into the ports of 
the United States, with a cargo from any foreign 
port or place, to which an American vessel is not 
permitted to enter and trade. 

Massachusetts —At the regular election for mem- 
bers of congress in this state, (where a plurality 
of all the votes is required to make a choice) there 
was no choice in five or six districts. In one of 
these, (Plymouth) at a late election, Z. Sampson, 
esq. rep. was elected—for Mr. S. 1573, for Mr. 
Wood, fed. 1439—scattering 39. In three other 
districts there was the same result as before—no 
choice; Barnstable not heard from. 

Madison barracks.—The fine stone barracks, just 
completed at Seckett’s Harbor, capable of accom- 
modating 2000 men on a war establishment, and 
excellently fitted up, were named ‘Madison Bar- 
racks,” on the 8th of January, in honor of the battle 
of New-Orleans, with discharges of cannon, &c. 
Gen. Brown was present on the occasion. 

Ohio Canal Company.—The capital stock of the 
company incorporated by the legislature of Indiana, 
to cut a canal round the falls of the Ohio, is to con- 
sist of a million of dollars—the work to be complet- 
ed by the Ist of Dec. 1822, to admit the passage of 
boats not drawing over three feet water—the cor- 
poration to cease in 1858, provided the state will 
purchase the canal on liberal] terms, as stated in the 
act, 
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Naval Depot. 


IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


January 27, 1817.— Ordered to be printed for the us® 
of the senate. 


Report of the secretary of the navy, communicating, 
in obedience to a resolution of the senate, infor- 
mation relating to the selection of a site for a na-| 
val depot. 

Naval Department, January 18th, 1817. 

Srr,—In obedience to the resolutions of the hono- 
rable senate of the United States of the 21st of De- 
cember, 1815, and the 8th January, instant, I have 
the honor to lay before the senate all the information 
in the possession of this department respecting sur- 
veys of the waters of the Chesapeake, the Middle 
Ground, and the several sites proper for the estab- 
lishment of docks and « naval depot, with a roll of 
the several surveys made by order of this depart- 
ment, in conjunction with officers of the corps of en- 
gineers, under orders from the war department. 
Schedule of which, and other accompanying docu- 
ments, are herewith enclosed. 

In relation to the site for docks and naval depot 
within the Chesapeake, I respectfully refer to the 
separate opinions of the commissioners of the navy 
board, and the officers who made the surveys; and 
whose opinions being at variance in respect to the 
local advantages of the places designated, I have 
deemed it most proper to-leave the decision to the 
honorable senate, without expressing any preference 
arising from my own view of the subject; asa spirit 
of candid investigation appears to have marked their 
deliberate consideration of the comparative advan- 
tages, with a single regard to the public good. 

I have the honor to be, 
With the highest respect, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
The hon. the president of the senate. 








Schedule of documents, having relation to the defence 





of the Chesapeake bay, and _the selection of a site 


Accompanying chart A. are three papers, 
marked A. number 1, A. number 2, and A 
number 3.—A. number 1 shews the num- 
ber of batteries believed requisite to de- 
fend the entrance of the Chesapeake bay. 
—A. number 2, shews the profile of the 
bottom between Old Point Comfort and 
Willoughby’s Shoal, with an outline of a 
regular work on Old Point Comfort, and 
a castle, mounting 120 pieces of cannon, 
and 8 mortars on Willoughby’s Shoal.—A. 
number 3, is a copy of a letter from colonel 
Bomford of the corps of engineers, to the 
secretary of war, dated the 21st of Novem- 
ber, 1816. 

Chart B. Is a survey of York river, in Virginia. 

Chart C. Site for a naval depot, in York river. 

Chart D. Upper and lower Tangier Islands. 

Chart E. Lower Tangier Islands. 

N.B. As there are no duplicates of the preceding 
enumerated charts, the secretary ef the navy res- 
pectfully requests, that the honorable president 
of the senate, after having used the same, may 
cause them to be returned to the navy depart- 
ment. 


A. A. 


Copy of commodore John Rodgers’ letter to the secre- 
tury of the navy, reiative to a naval site und ren- 
dezvous on the waters of Chesapeake bay, dated De- 
cember 23, 1816. 

Navy commissioners’ office, December 23d, 1816. 

Sir,—Having, in company wiih the other com- 
missioners of the navy board, examined those places 
designated in your letter of the 7th May last, for 
the purpose of reporting, through you, for the con- 
sideration of the president of the United States, 
the opinion of the navy commissioners as to the 
means most proper to be adopted for the defence 
of the Chesapeake bay in time of war; it is a source 

of unpleasant reflection, not only to myself, but I 

am confident equally so to the other commissioners, 

to find, on comparing our opinions, that we do not 
enurely agree as to the mode by which this truly 


for a naval depot, (not specified in the annexed\important object might, most probably, be accom- 


schedule of charts, ) submitted by the secretary of 
the navu, to the honorable president of the senate, 
January 18th, 1817 : viz. 


AA. Copy of a communication from commedore 
John Rodgers, president of the naval board, 
stating his opinion relative to the selection of 
a site for a navai depot, and the means pro- 
per to be adopted for the defence of the Chesa- 
peake bay. 

BB. Copy of a communication from commodore 
Stephen Decatur, commissioner of the navy, 
upon the same subject. 


CC. Copy of a communication from commodore 
David Porter, commissioner of the navy, up- 
on the same subject. 


Band C. Number 1 and 2, copies of communica™ 
tions from captain Arthur Sinciair of the 
United States’ navy, explanatory of charts 
B and C. 


Dand FE. Communication from captain Robert T. 
Spence of the United States’ navy, expla- 
natory of charts D and E, 


Schedule of Charts. 


Chart A. Exhibiting observations and measurements 
made, in relation to the defence of Chesa- 
ppake bay, during the summer of 1816. 


plished. I regret this the more from the persuasion, 
that it would have been more agreeable to you, and 
more satisfactory to the president, had we found all 
the data upon which we might have formed a cor- 
rect estimate, of such positive character as to admit 
of no diversity of opinion. As however, different 
opinions are entertained by the members of the 
board, we have judged it best that each member 
should make a separate report;—trusting that from 
these conflicting opinions, and the facts and argu- 
ments adduced in support of each, the best means 
of obtaining the highly important object in view 
may be eiicited. 

I proceed with respectful deference for the opi- 
nions of my brother commissioners, to submit those 
views of this important question, which the most 
attentive consideration and inxious investigation of 
facts, have produced in my mind. 

From the distance between the nearest points 
of the Middle Ground and Horse-Shoe, the great 
depth of water between those places, and their ex- 
posed situation to the mountainous waves, rolling 
‘in from the Atlantic ocean, unobstructed, during 
the prevalence of south-easterly gales, I inciine to 
the opinion, tiat it would be extremely ditficult, if 
not impracticable, to erect batteries, at any cost, 
however great, that would resist the tumult of the 
whole Atlantic ocean, drawn as it were to a focus, 
by the peculiar formation of the coast at that point 
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In another view, such an attempt might be ha- 
zardous; for it may be seriously questioned, whe- 
ther the erection of batteries in that part of the 
channel of Chesapeake bay which is the most con- 
fined, Would not produce a new channel through 
that immense bank of sand, the Middle Ground, 
thereby changing the course of its waters, render- 
ing the batteries wholly useless, and subjecting 
the navigation of the bay to destruction at its very 


6 


disadvantages peculiar to York river, considereé 
as a place for navai rendezvous and depot of naval 
stores—below Yorktown as an outer, and above 
it as an inner harbor. 

The lower part of York river being, at its mouth, 
only one mile and three-quarters in breadth from 
shore to shore, and the channe] only about fifteen 
hundred yards from flat to flat, and affording, as it 
does, a safe navigation at all times and in all sea- 





sons for ships of the greatest draugi t of water, 1s 
in My opinion, suitable for an outer harber. With 
the aid of land batteries an inferior may be defend- 
ed against a superior force of ships. Like Hamp- 
ton Roads, however, it is subject to a rough sea 
during the prevalence of easterly gales; but in this 
river that disadvantage is greatly diminished by the 
fact, that with any wind that would make this an- 
tween the Horse Shoe and Middle Ground, appears |chorage objectionable, or that would enable an ene- 
to me, if not impracticable, at least unadvisable. my of superior force to approach you, (supposing 
I will now examine the navigation from cape Hen- |this place not to be fortified) you can with perfect 
ry to Hampton Roads, and thence to Norfolk, for |security and ease, get under weigh and run into the 
the purpose of demonstrating, by unquestionable jinner harbor, above the batteries at Yorktown and 
facts, how far Norfolk unites the advantages essen- | Gloucester. 
tial to the purposes of a greatnaval rendezvous! As aninner harbor and naval depot, York river, 
and depot of maritime stores. labove Yorktown, does not combine every advan- 
As an outer harbor, Hampton Roads is easy of tage desirable, not having any basin or deep bay in 
ingress and egress to ships of every class. At its;Whichships could be sheltered from the draught of 
entrance from the bay, by erecting a formidable the river, and there rot being an abundant supply 
battery at Old Point Comfort, and another at the of timberimmediately in its vicinity.* It has, how- 
distance of one mile from the shoal of Willoughby’s ever, every other essential requisite; being com- 
Point, itmight be so far defended as to prevent a'pletely susceptible of defence against a land or na- 
hostile fleet, however formidable, from attempting val force, and affording atall times, and in all tides, 
to enter it without having in view the accomplish- an easy and safe navigation to ships of the greatest 
ment of some greatobject. On ordinary occasions, !draught of water—there being for at least 10 miles 
the risk which an enemy would tLen incur, from an above Yorktown, where the river is actually only 
attempt to enter Hampton Roads, would no doubt |900 yards wide from shore to shore, nowhere less 
be sufficient to deter him; but an object, worthy of than six fathoms of water. 
the risk, might present itself—and, in such case, Another very prominent fact, in relation to the 
an enemy availing himself of the most favorable outer harbor of York, more than counterbalances 
wind and tide, might attemptit, and would proba-/the objections stated. From that harbor ships 
bly succeed. Passing these batteries, as he might passing up and down the Chesapeake bay are ex- 
cdo undersuch circumstances, with a velocity equal posed to full view; indeed the moment a ship en- 
to fourteen miles an hour, the effect of the batte- ters the bay youcan discover her. You would there 
ries would be rendered very uncertain, and hejhave the advantage of watching the movements of 
would be in their reach only 8 minutes 17 seconds!;an enemy, from a safe harbor. If he comes witha 
Should he succeed in entering the Road, he might force too formidable for you to resist him in that 
anchor in various situations, from four to four and/|position, you con retire—thbe same wind that ena- 
a half milesin every direction from the shore. My'bles him to approach you, would enable you to re- 
own personal observation enables me to add, that'tire to a place of safety. If circumstances would 
during the prevalence of north-easterly gales, par- justify your attacking him, you might do so, with 
ticularly in the winter season, Hampton Roads is|the advantage of having the earliest intelligence of 
subject to avery heavy sea, which may be ascribed his approach. 
to its great width at its entrance, andits exposure! Hence, although York river does not possess 
tothe N. E. ‘everv advantage that could be desired, as respects 
As an inner harbor, Norfolk may be easily defend- cither its inner or outer harbor, it does in my opi- 
ed both by land and by sea; and there is in its vi- nion, unite more of the essential requisites than 
cinity an abundance of good timber. These are/nature has bestowed on almost any other place.— 
great advantages; but from the difficulty of getting From its particular position (which the chart will 
mor out of Elizabeth river, arising from the nar-'show) when aided by a naval force, it is the only 
rowness of the channel in many places, and the va-|point deserving the name of the key to ‘the Chie- 
rious courses necessary to be steered, (from W. 'sapeake buy. 
N. W. to E. N. E. points directly opposite) before; I proceed now to examine St. Mary’s river. 
you reach cape Henry, added toa shoal at itscon-; This river is situated on the north side of the 
tlnence with the waters of Hampton Roads,on which Potomac, about seven miles above Point Look Out, 
there is only 20 feet 8 inches at low water, and not | thenext above Smith’s Point, with which it forms 
inches at high water, during} the entrance into the Potomac. By some itis urged 


Confluence with the Atlantic ocean? A new chan- 
Nel, thus formed, would necessarily displace im- 
mense deposites of sand from the Middle Ground, 
and thereby, most probably, to the desiruction of 
the navigation, complete the bar that nature has 
already more than two-thirds finished, across the 
entrance of the bay. 

For these reasons, the erection of batteries be- 





more than 24 feet 


D 
3 
~~ 

2 





the prevalence of neap-tides—and at no time ex-|that this place, as respects salubrity of climate, is 
cepting ihe spring-tides, more than 22 feet at low |preferable toeither Norfolk or York. Asa safe and 
and 25 feet at high water, present to my mind insu- | —- 

yerabic objcetions to Norfolk as a navy yard, parti-| *Note.—Although it would be an advantage if 


eularly when it is recollected how imperfect and 
insecure Hampton Roads would be as an outer har-| 
or. 
Iwill now proceed to state the advantages and} 





York river had a hasin, or deep bay, to shelter 
ships from the draught of the river, yet its not hav- 
ing that advantage is not to be considered as con- 
strtuting any serious objection to the river. 
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commedious harbor it is, perhaps, not excelled by 
any inthe United States. At its entrance it Is about 
3 miles wide, and the water is 32 to 33 feet deep ; 
for 34 to 4 miles up, its width gradually decreases, 
until you pass ‘two projecting points at opposite 
sides, within which the depth at low water is about 
24 feet—and the river from point to point about 
‘halfa mile wide—from this to a place about 2 miles 
further up, the river is, by two other projecting 
poinis, diminished to about 500 yards in width, 
presenting above those points a beautiful basin, in 
which there is, near the entrance inside, 20 or 21 
feet at low water. 

This river above, where it is perfectly suscepti- 
ble of defence against a naval force, presents in se- 
veral respects, the most seducing reasons, for its 
selection as a naval depot and rendezvous. But s1- 
tuated as it is, in a narrow peninsula, having the 
Patuxent on the one side, and the Potomac on the 
other, the protection of such an establishment 
would be attended with great expence. To protect 
it against a land force, it would be necessary to 
erect strong batteries, and the annual expence of 
maintaining an efficient garrison in them would be 
very great. 

Such an establishment should not only be able to 
protect itself, but it should afford the means of pro- 
tecting our own commerce in every part of the bay. 


‘This latter advantage, I am inelined to think, 1s not| 


possessed ina superior degree, by St. Mary’s, ow- 
ing to iis great distance from the sea (95 to 100 
miles:) neither dol think that in the present infant 
state of our country, it could effectually protect 
itself against a land force, since even above the 
line of dc’_nce, where the batteries would necessa- 
rily be situated, the peninsula is so narrow, that a 
superior land force might so occupy it, as to cut 
of all communication im the rear, thereby endan- 
gering the safety of the adjacent country, while at 
the same time a superior naval force, from the safe 
anchorage afforded, might not only cut off all 
communication in front, by his large vessels, but 
his smaller vessels might destroy every merchant 
vessel of ours attempting to pass up to Washington 
or to Baltimore. 

The facts stated being all that occur to me as €s- 
sential in deciding the question of locating a na- 
val depot and rendezvous, I now proceed respect- 
fully to submit my views as to the best means of 
defending the Chesapeake bay generally. Iassume 
the preliminary position, which I presume will be 
readily accorded to me, that in the present infant 
state of our country, our preparations to meet a 
war, should be conducted with a view to measures 
of defence as well as offence. 

Two small but strong Martalla towers, between 
the eastern extreme of Lynnhaven bay and the 
mouth of Lynnhaven creek, would prevent an ene- 
my from anchoring between those two peints; and 
his exclusion thence would, as you will perceive by 
the chart, deprive him of any other safe ancnorage 
nearer the mouth of the bay than New Point Com- 
fort. 

A strong battery on Old Point Comfort would 
keep him out of Hampton Road; and two Martaila 
towers at the mouth of York river, would prevent 
his anchoring in that situation, while, at the same 
time, they would serve to protect it, as an outer 
harbor and general rendezvous for our marine 


force assembled in the Ciicsapeake bay, in time of 


war. 

York river, fortified at Yorktown, would afford 
security to that important tract of country through 
Which it passes, and secure a naval depot higher up 


the river. The place where I consider it advisable 
to iocate such an establishment, is called the Clay 
Banks, and is about ten miles higher up than York- 
town. : 

While a battery at Old Point Comfort, and two 
Martalla towers at the mouth of York river would 
keep an enemy from Hampton and York, they would 
with the aid of a suitable naval force, prevent his 
attempting to take shelter in a situation so near as 
New Point Comfort. Hence, being shut out of 
Lynnhaven bay by the two towers proposed in that 
quarter, he would be deprived ofall safe anchorage 
near the entrance of the bay. 

The importance of depriving an enemy of anchor- 
age in Lynhaven bay, is fully established by the 
fact, that it is a position more dangerous to our. 
commerce than any that could be occupied by an 
enemy within the Chesapeake bay; and if the im- 
portance of depriving him of all safe anchorage 
near the entrance of the bay be, as it appears to 
me, too obvious to admit of a doubt, then the pro- 
priety of erecting towers and batteries at the other 
places suggested, must necessarily be conceded. 

It will, I presume, be readily admitted, in devis- 
ing the most efficient means for the protection of 
the Chesapeake bay, that the mouth of the bay 
should claim the first attention, since if you can 
succeed in protecting that point effectually, you 
afford protection to all points above it. Vhe mea 
sures which I have had the honor of suggesting 
‘have had this great object in view. 

Allow me, sir, to request your attentive exami- 
nation of the chart submitted. <A reference to that 
part which embraces York Spit, and what is termed 
the head of the Middle Ground, will, I think, sa- 
tisfy you of the great advantage which a respecta- 
ble naval force, stationed at the mouth of York 
|river, would pvussess; and that such a force, co- 
operating with the towers near Lynnhaven bay, the 
battery on Old Point Comfort, and the towers of 
York river, proposed, would, in all probability, 
protect the whole commerce of the Chesapeake 
bay. 

With respect to the Tangier islands, I have con- 
sidered it unnecessary to say any thing; particular- 
ly as the report and chart made,by captain Spence, 
afford more information than any personal observa- 
tion of my own would enable me to communicate. 

} I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your mest obedient servant, 

(Signed) JOHN RODGERS. 

|Hon. Benjamin W. Crowninshield, 
| Secretary of the navy. 
N. B. Some difference of opinion probably ex- 
isis, as to the practicability of defending, againsta 
land force, anavy yard situated on the Clay Banks. 
‘I cannot, however, persuade myself to entertain 
any doubt upon the subject, since the land is there 
fas high, f not higher than any other within reach 
‘of cannon shot. ‘There are moreover two large 
crseks, Aberdeen and Jones’, that discharge their 
“waters into York river, on each side of the proposed 
site, about one mile distant from its centre, by 
; Which, without any extraordinary labor or expence, 
the whole establishment might be inswated; ard 
the measure by which this desirable protective ef- 
fect would be produced, would furnish an ample 
supply of water for all the purposes of labor-saving 
machinery. 

For further particulars relatively to the advan- 
|tages of this place, permit me to refer you to the 
tollowing extracts of captain Sinclair’s report: 

“The mouths of these two creeks are two miics 
apart, but before thev flow half a mile there are 
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two branches approaching é¢aeh other, within a 
quarter of a mile, where, after the creeks are 
dammed below, a canal might be cut which would 
insulate the place, and add greatly to its security in 
the rear. Indeed, it appears to be very capable of 
being defended by a moderately small force. 
The channel does not exceed a quarter of a mile 
in width, and is overlooked by an eminence of 30 
feet fora mile or two below. The country is said 
to be healthy; indeed, judging from its inhabitants, 
I should pronounce it so. The land is generally 
fine, and well timbered with white oak, yellow and 
pitchpine, and some cedar, though not an abun- 
dance.” ‘ 
(Signed) JOHN RODGERS. 





BB. 
Copy of the communication made by commodore Stephen 
Decatur, dated January 2d, 1817, in relation to the 
defence of the Chesepeake bay, and the selection of 


a site suitable for a naval depot. 
Navy commissioners’ office, 2d January, 1817. 
SIR,—In obedience to your call of the 16th ul- 


“timo, on the navy commissioners, requiring a re- 


port of the late examination and surveys made un- 
der their direction, in pursuance of your instruc- 
tions of the 7th May, I enclose you a statement of 
such facts as I have been enabled to collect upon 
this important subject. From the diversity of opi- 
nion which we have found to exist between us, upon 
this important subject, we have deemed it most 
satisfactory to give in separate reports. This di- 
versity was perhaps to have been expected, in a 
case presenting so wide a range for observation, and 
T trust we shall not be considered as too tenacious 
of our individual opinions, when it is recollected 
that this question involves the safety of the navy, 
and the protection of the extensive shores of the 
Chesepeake 

The first examination required by your order of 
the 7th is, to ascertain the most proper mode of de- 
fending the Chesepeake in time of war. 

In giving my opinion upon this head, I beg leave 
to be understood, as declaiming all knowledge of 
the expence of constructing fortifications, for par- 
ticular estimates of which, I beg leave to refer you 
to lieut. col Bomford of the engineers, who accom- 
panied us on this survey. The Chesapeake bay can 
be defended from a superior hostile fleet only by 
fortifications sunk at some point in the channel, and 
the point nearest the ocean susceptible of defence, 
is obviously the most proper. The channel of the 
bay at the capes, navigable by ships of a large class, 
is four and three quarter miles wide, depth of water 
rencraily from ten to fifteen fathoms. The sea at 
this point, being uninterrupted by shoals in its roll 
fromthe Atlantic, would, in my opinion, render for- 
tifications utterly impracticable. Ascending the 
bay from the capes, the channel branches at the 
Horse Shoe, one branch passing into Hampton 

toads, the other leading up the bay itself. ‘That 
branch of the channal which leads up to Hampton 
toads, passes between two shoals; that on the south 
side called Willoughby’s, and distant from Old 
Point Comfort about two and a quarter miles, has 
eight feet water on it; the one on the north side is 
ealled the Thimbles, and is distant from Old Point 
about three miles, and has nine feet water on it; 
they are about a geographical mile distant from eachi 
other. The other branch of the channel (that which 
passes up the bay) has a width between the Horse 
Shoe and the Middie Ground of four miles and the 
depth of water for three-fourths of this distance 
does not exceed four fathoms and a half, being no- 
where more than eight fathoms. 


The bottom, froma number of experiments, ap- 
pears to be a solid and closely compacted sand, pro- 
tected from the heavy sea of the Atlantic, by the 
shoal of the Middle Ground, which stretches many 
miles to sea, and on which its violence is expended 
before it reaches this channel. If the Chesepeake be 
susceptible of defence at all, it is my opinion this 
is the only point at which it can be defended. The 
channel at every other place, above er below, be- 
ing much wider, and of much greater depth, and 
that works judiciously constructed, between the 
tail uf the Horse Shoe and the Middle Ground, 
would be permanent, strong evidence is furnished 
by those extensive works which form the harbor 
of Cherbourg;—works constructed ona sand, un- 
protected by shoals without, where the sea is as 
violent, the tide infinitely stronger, and its perpen- 
dicular rise upwards of forty feet. 

You will perceive, sir, that in considering the 
subject of defending the Chesepeake, generally, I 
have included the defence of Hampton Roads, not 
only as an arm of the bay, nor on acceunt of the ob- 
jects of spoil, to which the banks of its rivers invite 
an enemy, but with reference to the other inquiry 
of a naval depot, to which I shall presently call 
your attention. In relation to the defence of Hamp- 
ton Roads particularly—if the defence of this place 
were the exclusive object, there is another position 
for the purpose, which would, probably, be prefer- 
able, which is Old Point Comfort, and the opposite 
shoal called the Rip Raps, which are less than one 
mile distant. I beg leave to refer you to a report 
made upon the subject by colonel Bomford, merely 
noticing, that I understand it was made out before 
it was discovered that the water on Willoughby’s 
shoals and the Thimbles, was so shallow, or that 
those shoals approached so nearly together as they 
do. I will now further add the authority of general 
Bernard’s opinion, that any distance not exceeding 
one mile, may be so fortified, as to be rendered im- 
passable. 

If, in addition to powerful works placed at the 
entrance into Hampton Roads, we add that part of 
the naval force already contemplated, which will 
probably be stationed within the Roads, the only 
inducement a hostile fleet could have to attempt 
passing heavy batteries, so moored as to aid in ob- 
structing the enemy’s passage, and sufficiently néar 
to be sustained by the forts, in the event of their 
passing, I do not believe it will ever be attempted. 
Let us suppose Hampton Roads thus fortified, and 
our naval depot, as well as our fleet, drawn within 
those defences, what inducement would remain to 
an enemy to attempt a passage up the bay? The 
destruction of our fleet and our depot, wild be 
their first object; their second, would be to pre- 
vent our fleet from getting to sea; either of those 
objects would keep them necessarily in the vicinity 
of the Roads. The pillage of the shores of the 
Chesapeake and its waters, would be the only re- 
maining inducement for a cruise up the bay—an 
inducement too trifling to permit the belief that 
they would abandon for its important objects that. 
they would leave in the neighborhood of Hampton 
Roads; and more particularly when their passage 
up the bay, is opposed by batteries stretched 
across the channel at the Horse Shoe and the Mid- 
die Ground, and with a fleet, too, in their rear, 
ready to act, in the event of their receiving such 
injury, as is more than probable they would receive, 
in passing such works. The non-existence of any 
object of sufficient importance to invite an enemy 
up the bay, under the arrangements already stated, 








would render-t unnecessany to have the works be- 
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tween the Horse Shoe and the Middle Ground, as 
numerous or as strong, by one half, as would be 
otherwise requisite. And it is my opinion, that the 
bay and Hampton Roads are susceptible of perma- 
nent and complete defence, by works erected at the 
points proposed, and the same works be made to 
serve for the defence of both; whereby the whole 
expence of fortifying the naval depot would be 
saved, as well as the expence of keeping up garri- 
sons. What the expence of such works would be, I 
am incapable of saying; but I am gatisfied, that the 
cost to the nation of defending the shores of the 
Chesapeake for one single war, would greatly sur- 
pass what would be requisite to erect a permanent 
defence of the bay: and when we connect this with 
the debasement of permitting the enemy to make 
a home of our waters, the consideration of any war- 
rantable expenditure can scarcely be thought to 
oppose an obstacle to the establishment of any 
works which may be determined to be practicable. 

I come now to the location of the naval depot; 


both places, with the exception of about two hun. 
dred yards, are insulated by creeks, unfordable by 
reason of the deep mud. Those creeks can and, I 
believe, have been connected by military works, 
nor is there any higher ground than that on which 
they stand, within cannon range of either place. 

It is the opinion of military men who have com- 
manded there, that they are particularly well situat- 
ed for defence against an attack by land. 

From Craney Island up to the navy yard, which 
I consider the inner harbor, is six miles, in which 
space thirty sail of the line may lay with perfect 
convenience, and it is at all times so smooth as not 
to interrupt the ordinary work or repairs that may 
be required. From Norfolk to Hampton Roads 
large ships cannot sail when the wind is ahead, in 
consequence of the narrowness of the channel, But 
if warping anchors, with buoys, be laid down in the 
| channel (as is the case in all men-of-war harbors 
, that are close) ships can, with any wind, be warped 


\ 


| into the Roads. 



























and on this point there are a few simple principles} The harbors of Malta and Port Mahon, which 
which seem decisive of the inquiry. A naval depotare considered two of the best harbors in Europe, 
should possess a sufficiency of water, it should be ‘can only be left or entered, when the wind is ad- 
contiguous to the ocean, otherwise the navy could |verse, by warping. The navy yard at Nortolk com- 
not render that prompt protection to the coast, 'prisesy within its walls, a square of about twenty 
which comprises the greater part of its utility; it)/acres, one side.of which lays upon the channel of 









should, also, be connected with the means of sup- 
plies of timber and naval stores, which ne posture 
of a war could cut off or interrupt: these are qua- 
lities of the first necessity. 

There are cther advantages, not indeed so indis- 
pensible, but still of a very high character, and 
which it would be extremely fortunate to find with 


the river, at which sixteen sail of the line can be 
laid up in ordinary, if they are brought to the 
pier, end on, as is practised at the naval arsenal at 
Antwerp. 

The navy yard, in its present state, furnishes as 
many conveniencies, for building or fitting out, as 
jany yard im the United States. Two hundred 





the qualities of primary importance already men-|thousand dollars, at least, having been alreacy ex- 


tioned; such, for example, as a populous neigh- 
borhood, from which supplies of labor and pro- 
Visions might be commodiously drawn, and which 
would be at hand to give support to the depot in 
the event ef a sudden attack; another of these in- 
cidental advantages, is a large, safe, and well de- 
fended euter harbor, into which the ships, when 


pended by the public in valuable improvements. 
The neighborhood furnishes abundance of oak and 
pine timber suitable for naval purposes, and also 
naval stores, a supply which cannot be cut off by a 
| blockading enemy. The advantage it possesses in 
consequence of its vicinity to a commercial city, 


‘would be considerable, both as it regards the nu- 

























built, could be drawn and manauvred without the|merous mechanics and seamen that are to be ob- 
hazard of exposure to a superior enemy. tained there, and the protection a large population 
Hampton Roads, which I consider the outer har-| would afford in the event of a sudden attack. The 
baur of Norfolk, is eighteen miles from cape Henry. |climate of Norfolk is, I presume, similar to that of 
Ships can enter or proceed to sea from it, with | the shores of the Chesapeake generally on tide 
the wind from any quarter; it furnishes excellent; water. 
anchorage, and has sufficient room for a fleet to; I will now proceed to the examination of York 
manoeuvre in under sail—an advantage which no/river. From cape Henry light-house to Gloucester 
other harbor, that I know of, possesses. This!town, which is the first point on York river that 
distance from Hampton Roads to the navy yard at |could be rendered sufficiently strong to prevent 
Gosport is twelve miles, and the shoalest water, | the passage of a hostile fleet, is thirty-two miles. 
found in the river at ordinary high tides, is twenty-!Ships can enter or proceed to sea ftom it with all 
five feet. This depth is more than is sufficient for; winds. The distance from Gloucester to the Clay 
the seventy-fours we now have. You will find on/ Banks, the place contemplated for the navy yard, is 
the file in your office that the pilotage paid for the seven miles, and the depth of water is suflicient for 
Independence, seventy-four, when she sailed for the; any ship at all times of tide. It can unquestionably 
Mediterranean, was twenty-four feet. The ships be defendeel against any attack by water ; it is, at 
now building, although of greater capacity, will not; present, entirely unprotected by any fortifications. 
draw so much by six inches. The present defences | From the best inforination I have been enabled to 
of Norfolk are, in my epinion, sufficient to protect it | collect, I am induced to believe, that there ane 
from any naval force that can be brought against it. several rivers putting in from the bay navigable 
It will be recollected that during the late war, for light craft and boats, and approaching within 
the enemy considered it absolutely necessary to, eight or nine miles of the Clay Banks, where a 
get possession of Craney Island, before they could, debarkation of troops might be eifected;~of the 
pass up to Norfolk with their shipping; in conse- nature of the intervening grounds IT awn = unac- 
quence of which a combined attack by their boats, quainted. The site sciectcd as the best in this 
and a considerable land force, was made on Craney|river for a naval depot, forms at present part of 
Istand. The attack was repelled by a few pieces, the bed of the river, and no vessel drawing ten 
of cannon placed upon the sand; since which time/feet water can approach the bank nearer than a 
it has been regularly fortified. All the approaches |quarter of a mile. As the bottom is mud, it is 
to Norfolk and the navy yard, by land, are inter- | probable that it will be fonnd necessary to drive 
rupted by water ceurses,.and lead through swamps; piles for the foundation of the mavy vard, and the 
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whole yard must, of course, be composed of arti- 
ficial or made ground. There is a creek on each 
side of its heading, about half a mile in the rear, 
where they approach within about four hundred 
yards; at this point it is proposed placing the de- 
fences against a land attack. About eight hundred 
or a thousand yards to the right of this position and 
the centemplated depot, there is an extensive range 
ofheights that overlook and command them. 

In consequence of which, I am of opinion that this 
position cannot be defended from a land attack 
with a less force than would be competent to meet 
the assailants in the field. It is believed that a sup- 
ply of oak timber may be obtained from the shores 
of York river; but pine fit for naval purposes, and 
naval stores, must be drawn from a distanee. A 
blockading force, in time of war, might prevent 
the transportation of them by water, the only 
means by which they could be obtained in any quan 
tity. rom the unnsual straitness of York river, 
the mouth of which lies open ta the bay, it is much 
more rough, with particular winds, than rivers of 
its width generally are. 


ness of its channel, can only be left or entered 
wher the wind is adverse by warping. Its climate 
is very similar to the climate of those places.— 
There is an objection common to both York and St. 
Mary’s as the places of naval deposite, which has 
not yet been mentioned, and that is, that they both 
lie within the defences proposed to be raised from 
the Horse Shoe to the Middle Ground. If you pre- 
sent to an enemy the combined attractions of your 
depot and your fleet, those works fur the defence 
of the bay must be more numerous and strong, and 
consequently much more expensive; and it is for 
this, among other reasons, that I think it so much 
preferable to place both these objects behind the 
defences proposed to be established at the mouth 
of Hampton Roads. 

Having weighed all the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the several positions, it is my decided 
opinion that the present navy yard at Norfolk, in- 
dependent of the protection it would afford the 
Chesapeake, is, in all respects, incomparably the 
best place for a naval depot, if Bampton Roads be 
properly fortified; gnd in that case I should con- 





With the wind blowing fresh up or down the 


sider it the finest harbor I have ever seen.—The 
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river, I shouid apprehend that any repairs that) only objection to it, in its present state, is the mud. 
would require working near the water, would be| bar at the mouth of the river, over which our larg- 
interrupted. The inner harbor of this river, like; est ships cannot pass at ow water; which is a suffi- 
that of Norfolk, cannot be left or entered when the; cient objection in the present unprotected state of 
wind is ahead, except by warping. prem ger Roads, inasmuch as any of our larger 

‘he next point embraced by your instructions is|ships chased into the Roads by a superior force at 
‘Tangier islands, lying about one hundred miles up | dead low water, could not pass the bar at the mouth 
the Chesapeake. From the survey and report of|of the river, and would of course, be exposed to 
captain Spence, the commissioners were of opinion, | attack. The expence of the requisite buildings for 
that that place was totally unfit for a naval depot, (a naval depot at either of the other places, together 
and, therefore, did not proceed to examine it. For) with the fortifications necessary for the protection 
particular information respecting this place, I beg) of them by land and by water, would, in my opinion, 
leave to refer you to captain Spence’s survey and/be much greater than would be necessary to forti- 


report. 

As your structions did not particularize St. Ma- 
vy’s, and not being apprised that my colleagues in- | 
tended to examine that place, I was not present) 
when they did so. It lies on the upper side of the 
Potomac river, near its mouth, and about an hun- 
dred and twenty miles up the Chesapeake bay. I 
am unacquainted with the depth of water—the ex- 
tent of the harbor—its susceptibility of defence 
against an attack by water, or the supply of naval 
stores and building materials in its vicinity 

From my want of local knowledge of this place, 
i can say nothing as to its particular advantuges, | 
and can only point out some prominent objections 
which present themselves. Its distance from the 
ecean [I consider an insuperable objectian to it as 
a naval depot and rendezvous, in consequence of 
the difficulty and detention our ships might meet 
with in going out orreturning from sea. Another 


fy Hampton Roads completely. Should either of 
the other places be fortified, they would require a 
much larger force to garrison them, and would ren- 
der no material aid in the general defenec of the 
Chesapeake. Permit me further to observe, sir, 
tbat it is the unanimous opinion of the board that 
the waters of the Chesapeake should, at some point 
or other, be the place of a naval depot and rendez- 
vous. The mildness of the climate enabling the 
workmen to continue their labor throughout al- 
most the whole of the year, and the geographical si- 
tuation of the place, seem to me to fit t eminently for 
this purpose. It is near the centre of our coast and 
of our commerce; and that portion of the navy 
which would be stationed there, would possess, 
thereby, a facility in defending both by the rapid 
movements it would be enabled to make; and lL 
have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that by 
raising the fortifications which I have proposed, 





objection is, that the population for a consideruble 
distance is so thin that it cannot afford sufficient 
succor in case of a sudden attack. 

The river Patuxent hes a few miles higher up 
the bay than the Potomac, and approaches whre 
it 1s navigable for vessels ofthe largest class, with- 
in five miles of the rear of the harbor of St. Ma- 


and placing the depot near the ocean, the Chesa- 
|peake, at present the most vulnerable point of the 
‘coast, would become one of the strongest. It would 
become itself a defence to our seaboard. 

The subjoined sketch of the waters im the vicinity 
of the Chesapeake, was furnished me at a few 
hours’ notice, by Mr. Adams of the United States’ 


vy’s. Theharbor is every where surrounded on the|navy, who made the survey of the Chesapeake un- 


land side by commanding heights, which are too 


der the directions of the board. The well known 





1umerous to be occupied and sustained except by 
a large army; and therefore it would be necesary | 
that a considerable land foree should be kept there | 
at ail times to ensure its safety. Another very im- 
portant objection is, that if the neighborhood does 


talents and precision of this gentleman, leaves no 
doubt of the accuracy of his lines of bearing, dis- 
tance and soundings. You will perceive, sir, that 
I have drawn my facts relative to those points from 
this document. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 





not afford suflicient supplies of timber, which I be- 
lieve is the cause, they might be cut off in time of; 
war by a blockading force. This place, as well aa 


the harbors of Norfolk and York, from the narrow- 


(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR. 
Honoruble B. W. Crowninsheld, 
Secretary of the navy. 











